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pAY AND MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 
pance, to which was referred House bill No. 387, 
being the act to supply the deficiency in the appro- 
-ations for the pay and mileage of members of 

for the present session, reported back 
the same with the following proposed amend- 
ts; 
i 10, after the word members, insert “ of the House of 
ntatives.”” 

Same line, after the word session, strike out down to line 
48 inclusive, and insert, “ For the contingent fund of the 
flouse of Representatives, $50,000.” 

Mr. DICKINSON. The amendments, it will 

received, propose to insert in line ten the 
words, “of the House of Representatives;”’ and 
to strike out that part of the bill which increases 
the stationery to be allowed to members of the 
House of Representatives, giving them the amount, 
asa contingent fund, they ask for, but leaving 
them to dispose of it ‘as they please, without de- 
ence on the Senate and the Executive branch 

of the Government. 

But what | principally desire to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to is this: There is a provision 
in the bill that ** the Senators and Representatives 
from California be allowed the same mileage as 
the Delegate from Oregon, and no more.” It is 
understood that that amounts to $2,500. The 
committee was not full this morning, when they 
considered this bill for the first time, and had very 
little time to examine it; and they report this pro- 
vision of the bill without expressing any opinion 
onit, They determined to bring it to the notice 
of the Senate for its action. They were induced, 
byconsiderations which must be apparent to every 
one, not to recommend upon so little consideration 
so grave a proposition as this. They therefore 
bring it before the Senate for its judgment. 

The committee also propose to strike out that 

rt of the bill which appropriates $50,000 for 

ooks for the members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, which they say they have ordered, 
But they propose the addition of this $50,000 to 
the contingent fund of the House, to be disposed 
of as they shall see fit. These are the amend- 
ments which the committee propose to the bill. 
As soon as the morning business shall have been 
potten through with, I design to call up the bill, as 

am advised that the House of Representatives 
are under a necessity for its immediate passage. 


WHITNEY’S RAILROAD. 


Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred the memorial 
of a meeting of delegates of several States, held 
in St, Louis; also, the memorial of Winslow 
Lanier, and the various memorials and resolutions 
from State Legislatures, the Chamber of Com- 
merce of New York, large public meetings in sev- 
eral different cities of the Union, and different 
commercial firms and private citizens, in favor of 
the plan of Asa Whitney, of New York, for the 
construction of a national railroad from Lake 
Michigan to the Pacific; submitted an elaborate 
report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
wy by “a bill to set apart and sell to Asa 

hitney, of New York, a portion of the public 
lands, to enable him to construct a railroad from 
Lake Michigan or the Mississippi river to the 
Pacific ocean;” which was read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

RANK OF NAVY CHAPLAINS. 

Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

- That the Committee on Naval 
Naned a inqaies into the expediency steeatndaa See. 
Speiansy apes 7a 
have been tle sdrvies, tm the cane wey that = ome 

to surgeons in the navy is graduated.” 
BILLS FOR CALIFORNIA. 

on FREMONT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
a obtained leave to introduce a bill to refand to 
State of California the amount of duties col- 
lected for the United » in the port of San 
and other in California, before the 

xtension of the revenue laws to California; which 
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| States, the Territory of Utah, and the State of California. 
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| made, should be ordered to be printed for the use 

|| of the Senate. | now move, therefore, that the 

report of Captain R. B. Marcy be added to the 

report already ordered to be printed, and that the 

like number of extra copies be ordered to be 

printed of this report as was printed of the others. 
The motion was agreed to, and it was 


Ordered, That the report of Captain R..B. Marcy, on the 
route from Fort Smith to Santa Fé be priated in conneetion 
with, and as part of, Senate Executive document No. 64. 


, CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
a bill giving the assent of the United States to an 
act of the General Assembly of Maryland, passed 
at the December session, 1844, chapter 287. ‘This 
is a bill giving the assent of the United States to 
the act of the General Assembly of Maryland, 
passed at its December session, 1844, chapter 287, 
entitled ** An act supplementary to an act entitled 
‘an act to amend the act incorporating the Cheea- 
peake and Ohio Canal Company,’ passed at De- 





was read a first and second time by its title, and | 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a bill to provide for the appointment of a 
recorder of land titles in California, to collect and | 
register the private land claims, and to preserve 
the evidences of the same until finally investigated | 
by the tribunal to be appointed by Congress for | 
that purpose; which was read a first and second | 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, a bill to relinquish to the city of San | 
Francisco all the grounds reserved for military’) 
purposes in the city of San Francisco, and not | 
needed for such purposes; which was read a first | 
and second time by its title, and referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FREMONT also, in pursuance of notice, || 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to pro- || 
vide for opening a road across the Sierra Nevada, 
on the line of the Rio de los Americanos and Car- 
son’s river, and the pass at their head, as the com- 
mencement of opening a common traveling road , 
between the present western settlements of the || cember session, 1831, chapter 297,” and to each 
United States, the Territory of Utah, and the || and every provision thereof; and that the same be 
State of California; which was read a first and || and are hereby extended to so much of the saic 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- || canal as lies within the District of Columbia, in as 
mittee on Roads and Canals. The following is the || full and effectual a manner as if the several pro- 
bill : visions aforeaaid were hereby formally enacted. 

A bill to provide for opening a road across the Sierra Neva- Mr. MASON. This bill is to enact certain laws 





da, on the line of the Rio de los Americanos and Carson’s for the government of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
river, and the pass at their head, as the comme: cement 
of opening a common traveling road between the present canal. hat canal, as the Senate are aware, ex 


western settlements of the United States, the Territory of | tends from the District of Columbia and through 
Utah, and the State of California. | @ part of the District, and through the State of 
Whereas it is an object of national importance, and of | Maryland to Cumberland, on the upper waters of 
high obligation on the part of the Government of the United || the Potomac river. The canal iies entirely within 
States, to cause to be opened, with the least possible delay, he State of M endl i! a ¢ 
a practicable road ‘for common traveling between the pres- | Ee Stale of Maryland, except a small portion o 
ent western settlements of the United States, the Territory || it which lies within this District. The State of 
Maryland has found it necessary to pass some 


of Utah, and the State of California, for the purpose of con- 
necting their respective populations: Therefore, as a com- || additional regulations for the police government of 
thatcanal. All the bill proposes, is, that the same 


mencement of said road— 
Be it enacted, &c., That the President shall be and hereby ! 
regulations should be extended to so much of the 
|| canal as lies within this District. The matter has 


is authorized to cause a road, practicable for horsemen, car- 
| been weil considered by the Committee on the 


riages, and wagons, to be opened across the Sierra Nevada, 
on the general line of the ae = - sane peg 
wee NEP reac gos utara, ben of ure weneyetn ahs Treasery District of Columbia, who reported the bill and 
not otherwise appropriated, be and the same hereby is ap- recommend its passage. 
ates ae tong ~ aeons The bill was then reported to the Senate without 
feet, "and clearing away the enderpravth to the width ef || amendmentand ordered to be engrossed for a third 
thirty feet more on each side of said road; and which road reading. 
Sieuat wad for cOumee: Ganeitiy, ent O's pol soeee, || SHAN s TEsDE se earn OF CORMMTS. 
between the present western setilements of the United | The PRESIDENT. The hour has arrived for 
the consideration of the special orders. 
Mr. BUTLER. I move to postpone the specia! 
orders of the day for the purposé of taking up a 
bill of greatimportance. It is entitled a bill to re- 
gulate the fees and costs to be allowed to clerks, 
| marshals, and attorneys of the circuit and distriet 
| courts of the United States, and for other purposes, 
}} respecting which [ have received numerous com- 


BILLS PASSED. 

The followjng engrossed bill was read a third 
time and passed: 

A bill amendatory of the act entitled “* An act 
allowing drawback on foreign merchandise ex- 
ported in the original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Fé, in Mexico, and to the British North ectin 
American provinces adjoining the United States,” | Municatiqns. 

d h 3, 1845, and for other purposes. || Mr. CLAY. Iam sorry that I am obliged to 
arnt ee te ae pe ake Wadiettan Codeahs 1 interpose an objection. Let us proceed with the 
zation Society was read a third time, and, on the || ue ane the Sates se des —— eae 
question ‘ Shall tie bill pees i cs i] rs = and | trust it will be done without muc 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, demanded the yeas || ¢eDate. 
and nays, which were ordered, and resulted as fol- | objeccs L will witha See Kentucky 
] : ec w w ra p 0 . 

RAB Marois Baldwin, Bell, Clay, Davis of Massachu- | Mr. BERRIEN. I had supposed that we would 
setts. Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of fowa, Doug- | not pro@ed to the consideration of the special or- 
las, Ewing, Felch, Greene, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Norris, || der to-day, but would go on with other business, 
ey Oe ] as a message of a grave charecter ts to be expected 


Wales, Walker, Whitcomb, and Winthrop—25. i ‘ 
NAYS—Mesers. Atchison, Barnwell, Benton, Butler, || from the House. But I shall interpose no objec- 


Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Hunter, King, Mason, Mor- i tion to taking up the special order. 
ton, Sebastian, Soule, Turney, and Yulee—14. - || ‘The Senate then resumed, as in Committee of 


" | 
So the bill was passed. || the Whole, the consideration of the special order 
MILITARY RECONNOISSANCES. 
| 


of the day, being the bill to suppress the slave 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Some time ago || trade in the Distric! of Columbia. 
the Senate ordered the printing of certain recon- Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, | rise merely to 
noissances of surveys. [t appears that one of || express the hope that, as we had yesterday a great 
them having been sent to the House, a copy of it | deal of matter brought into the debate which £ 
was not furnished to the Senate; hence it was not || thought was of a very unprofitable character, and 
included strictly within the resolution which the || which was not at all relevant to the subject under 
Senate passed. It is the report of Captain R. B. | consideration, we would take the vote at once upon 
Marcy, of the exploration of a route from Fort || the proposition pending, which we all know is to 
Smith to Santa Fé. It has been published by the be rejected by a large majority. 4 
House, being House document No. 45. It is val- Mr. SOULE addressed the Senate at consiter- 
uable in itself, and com the series of reports || able length, and was followed by Messrs. BER- 
which it was intended, when the motion was || RIEN, WINTHROP, EWING, BUTLER, 
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DAVIS of Massachusetts, and DOUGLAS, and 


by others. : , 

Mr. DICKINSON. I despair of seeing any 
ter:nination to this debaie, and it has gone so far 
already asto be as applicable to anything else as 


o ° / 
the measure under consideration. | must therefore 


ask that the subject be laid on the table for a few 
minutes, in order to take up a deficiency bill from 
the House. Unless an anti-slavery debate shall 
epring up on the bill, I apprehend it will take 
but a few minutes to dispose of it. [Laughter.} Ii 
is one thatit is very desirable we should pass at 
once, and J hope therefore that the Senate will 
agree now to take it up. 

Mr. PRATT and others. Let us have the ques- 
tion first on this amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. Did the Senator make a 
motion ? 

Mr. DICKINSON. Not if the vote can be 
taken at once on the amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Sewarp, and the vote was 
as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Hale, Sew- 
-— and Upham—5. 


NAYS8—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Barnwell, || 


Bell, Benton, Berrien, Bright, Butler, Clay, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of 
Jowa, Douglas, Downs, Ewing, Felch, Frémont, Greene, 
Gwin, Hamtin, Houston, Bunter, Jones, King, Mangum, 
Mason, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Sisields, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Srurgeon, Turney, Un- 
derwood, Walesa, Whitcomb, and Winthrop—45. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 


the question was on concurring with the amend- || 
ments, first with that adding the third, fourth, and | 


fifth sections to the bill. 

Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate, of which a 
report will be given hereafter. 

Me. DICKINSON. I hope the Senate will now 
agree to take up the bill to which | have referred, 
for I know well what will become of the thing if 
this debate is to continue. 

On the motion of Mr. DICKINSON, the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill was postponed until 
to-morrow. 

THE FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 


The Clerk of the House of Representatives de- | 


livered to the Senate the bill entitled “ An act re- 
specting fugitives from justice and persons escap- 
ing from the service of their masters,’’ which the 
House of Representatives had passed without 
amendment. 

THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill from the House of Representatives to sup- 
ply a deficiency in the appropriation for pay and 
mileage of members of Congress for the present 
session. 

The amendments reported by the Committee of 
Finance were agreed to, one introducing the words 
‘of the House of Representatives,”’ and striking 
out the allowance of an additional $10 each for 


stationery, and the third appropriating $50,000 to || 


the conungent fund of the House, without pre- 


+= 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. sa 


—————— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Fawar, September 13, 1850. 
| The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


OBITUARY. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, rose and ad- 
dressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Sreaxer: It is my painful duty to an- 
nounee the death of another member of this House. 
| The honorable Henry Nes, late Representative of 
| the fifteenth congressional district of Pennsylvania, 

expired at his residence on the evening of the 10th 
instant. For a long time he had been afflicted 
with a painful and wasting disease. 
| Dr. Nes was a native of the borough of York, 
| where he constantly resided until his death. His 
| parents were among the most respectable and in- 


| fluential citizens of that ancient town. *Properly | 


appreciating the benefits of knowledge, they gave 
their son a liberal and professional education, He 


| rose to considerable eminence, and acquired a large || 


|| practice in his profession, which he followed until 


} 


| the people of his district required his public ser- || 


| vices. How he was esteemed here, I need not 
| inform you who knew him. 

| When hishealth permitted, and sometimes when 
it would hardly justify his attendance, he was 
| assiduous in the discharge of his public duties. 


|| At the commencement of this session of Congress, 


| he rose from a bed of sickness, and, at great per- 


| 





i 
| 


scribing the purposes for which it was jo be ex- | 


pended. 

Mc, BENTON submitted an amendment to reg- 
ulace the mileage of Members and Senators from 
California, and the Delegate from Oregon. It pro- 
posed to pay them by the most usually travelled 
route within the United States. 

A long debate ensued. It was objected that 
there was no usualiy-travelled route ‘within the 
United States,”’ but the amendment was d to, 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments made as in Committee of the Whole 
were concurred in, 

Mr. HAMLIN submitted an amendment to 
prohibit the purchase of books, unless it shall be 
done in accordance with law, and the use of money 
from the contingent expenses of the two Houses 
for the purchase of books, except in compliance 
with existing contracts; which was not d to. 

On the motion of Mr, DOUGLAS, the per diem 
of the Senators and Representatives from Califor- 
nia was Gixed to commence from the day upon 
which the constitution of that State was submitted 
to Congress by the President of the United States. 

The bill then passed through its final stages, 
and was returned to the House of Representatives, 
after which the Senate held a short Executive ses- 
sion, and 


‘Ther adjourned, 


| 


| sonal risk, came here to attend the organization of 
| this House; nor did he permit himself to be a day 
| absent, until disease rendered him too feeble to 
| attend. 
Few men possessed as great and as enviable 
| popularityas Dr. Nes. 
to Congress from a district which never returned 
any other man of the same political party. His 
popularity was not accidental nor evanéscent, for 
| his constituents had known him from his child- 
hood. It was founded in the most amiable quali- 
| ties of the human heart. Benevolence, generosity, 
| and unfeigned pity for misfortune, were promi- 
| nent characteristics of his nature. 
| affliction was ever so poor or humble as to seek 


| his professional or pecuniary assistance in vain. 


The poor and the afflicted were all his friends; 
| and their sorrow at his grave will do more honor 
| to his obsequies than would the most splendid 
equipages of the greet. He has left behind him 
numerous, respectable, attached, and mourning 
friends, but not a single enemy. 
of the unfortunate, and the sincere prayers of pure 
and grateful hearts can furnish a safe passport to 
a better world, his has been a happy exit from 
this. I move the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House has heard with deep sensibil- 
ity the annunciation of the death of the Hon. Henry Nes, 
a member from the State of Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That this House tenders to the relatives of the 
deceased the expression of its sympathy in this afflicting 
event; and asa testimony of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, the members and officers of the House will go 
into mourning by wearing crape on the left armgfor thirty 
days. 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceused, the House do now adjourn. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITION. 
The following petition was presented under the 
rule, and referred to the appropriate committee: 


By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of Joseph N. Askoy, 
for a setilement of his account at the Post Office Depart- 
ment, 


IN SENATE. 
Frivar, September 13, 1850. 





Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial from John 
Smith, of New Orleans, Louisiana, setting forth 
that his steam vessel ‘‘ Cincinnati’? was chartered 
at Brazos by the Quartermaster’s department of 
the army to transport troops and supplies, &c. 
That his vessel was afterwards nen to leave 
the waters where she was chartered, to carry troops 
, and supplies to Tampico for the protectien of that 
| port, (then in possession of the naval force of the 
| United States,) where she was detained for the 
| requirements of the service. The memorialist was 
| then ordered to take on board troops and an arma- 
| ment for Marina, near which place his vessel was 
| overtaken by a violent norther, driven ashore and 
| lost, while engeged under the flag of the United 
| States, and subject to the order of the commanding 
| officer of the expedition; and that, as the policy 


He was repeatedly elected || 





No child of || 


If the blessings |! 


z 
e* 


Sept. 13, 
of insurance was vitiated when the Vesse] 
ordered from the coast of Texas, the 
conceives himself entitled te full indemnity a 
prays — seine ewer o ae to him by ‘cn 
ress. e memorial was refe 
snistae of Claienn. trod 10 the Com. 
JUDICIARY OF THE DIstTRIcr. 

_Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, some 4; 
since the Corfimittee on the Judiciary re faa 
upon certain memorials and a bill that hed | be. 
referred to them in regard to the reorganization -- 
the Judiciary of this District. Their report a 
ordered to be printed. The bill which wag” 
ferred to them was printed prior to its goi - 
them. But before they reported, there was y bill 
which had been seule up by the members of the 
bar of the city of Washington, referred to shin 
together with a memorial signed by twenty-seve, 
members of the bar. 1 perceive that the Com- 
mittee in their report seem to have taken no Notice 
of that bill or of that memorial, but direct atten. 
tion in their report to certain letters which were 
received from what they term “leading members of 
| the bar.” As this bill has received no attention from 
| the committee, and as, in fact, it is not noticed in 


| the report of the Judiciary Committee, I wish jo 


have it printed, together with the memorial of the 
members of the bar, so that When the report of the 
committee is taken up for consideration we can 
have this bill and memorial before us. 1} therefore 
move that this bill, which is among the papers re. 
ported back by the committee, together with the 
memorial of the members of the bar, be printed, 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILLS FOR CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, | entertain differ. 
ent views from my colleague [Mr. Fremonz] in 
| regard to some bills introduced by him yesterday, 

In order that the different committees may have 

| the views of each of us, I give notice that | wij 
| to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
| introduce the following bills: ' 
A bill to provide for the examination and setile- 
| ment of titles and claims to land in California. 
A bill to establish certain light-houses, fog-sig- 
| nals, beacons and buoys on the coast of the Siaie 
of California, and for the survey of the coast and 
harbors. 

. A bill to create collection distriets in California, 
intended as a substitute to the bill reported from 
the Committee on Commerce. 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 
| States to cause to be paid to the State of California 
| all moneys collected from customs in California, 

from the ratification of the treaty of Guadalupe 

Hidalgo to the date of the admission of the State 
| into the Union. 

REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. WHITCOMB, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition and ad- 
ditional documents in relation to the claim of John 
Hollohan, asking compensation as a day watch- 
man, asked to be dis from the further con- 
sideration of the same; which was agreed to. 


DEATH OF THE HON. HENRY NES. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by Mr. Youne, their Clerk: 

Mr. Pretwent: | am directed to inform the 
Senate of the decease of the Hon. Henry Nes,a 
Representative from the State of Pennsylvania, 
aan to communicate the proceedings of the House 
thereupon: 

The Reteiean’ read the resolutions of the House. 

Mr. STURGEON. Mr. President, the painful 
intelligence that has just been announced to the 
Senate by a message from the House of Represen- 
tatives has warned us that death has again been in 
our midst. These frequent calls of the invisible 
upon the visible world speak to us in language 
that cannot be misunderstood. We are admon- 
ished that all must die, and that we must set our 
‘house in order ” that we may be prepared to 
undertake the inevitable journey to that bourn 
from which no traveler returns. 

In the absence of my colleague, occasioned by 
sickness, the duty devolves upon me to say @ few 
words of the life and character of the deceased. 

Doctor Henry Nes was born in the town of 
York, York county, in Pennsylvania. There he 
spent his early childhood. There -he spent his 
reenied to hie grave, Mr. Nes qualiied hime 
sce to his grave. Mr. Nes imse 
for the medical profession, which he commenced 




















































































—— 
ctice at an earlyday. His urbanity of man- 
(0 Prise kind disposition, and his disinterested 
pe: Jence soon introduced him to a large and 
jperative practice. That practice was continued 
years, occasionally and partially interrupted 
ine calls that were made upon him to fill places 
tryst and responsibility in his native town, 
jx was not until the year 1843 that Mr. Nes was 
sed a Representative in the Congress of the 
United States. This was his first appearance on 
the theatre of public life. Mr. Nes did not repre- 
gent his district ia the next Congress. He was, 
however, elected in 1846, and again reélected in 
_ And as an evidence of his. popularity, I 
may mention the fact that he was elected, although 
pis district usually gave six or seven hundred 
Democratic majority. This speaks highly for his 
character and stand ing among the people of Penn- 
syivania. The voice of Mr. Nes was seldom 
heard in the Hall of the House, but he was assid- 
gous in his application to the duties that were 
devolved upon him by the several committees of 
which he was a member. Owing to his retiring 
character, his acquaintances were perhaps not 
many. But he had warm and ardent friends 
among those who were more immediately around 


him. Ret ; 

Mr. Nes died in the 52d year of his age. He 
will be missed much by his friends. To his chil- 
dren, whom he has left without the care of a mother 
or the protection of a father, the loss will be irre- 

arable. But they have the consolation to know 
that he died leaving them the inheritance of an 
irrenroachable character. 

Without saying anything more, Mr. President, 
[offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Senate has received with deep sensi- 
bility the message from the House of Representatives an- 
nouncing the death of the Hon. Henry Nes, a Representa- 
tive from the State of Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That, in token of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, the Senate will wear the usual badge of mourn- 
ing thirty davs. 

Resolved, ‘That as a further mark of respect to the mem- 
ory of the deceased, the Senate do now adjourn. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpayr, September 14, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. WALDO asked the unanimous consent to 
make one or two adverse reports from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, for the purpose 
of having them printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. There is 
nobody in the world whom I would more willingly 
oblige than my friend from Connecticut, but I reall 
think the committees generally ought to be called, 
and therefore 1 must object to the gentleman’s 
report, unless all the committees can be called. 

EQUESTRIAN STATUE OF GEN. JACKSON. 

_ Me. VENABLE, Mr. Speaker, I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to consider the reso- 
lution which [ have sent to the Clerk’s table. 
Clarke Mills, the artist who has been employed to 
caat the bronze statue of General Andrew Jack- 
son, has been much delayed for want of proper 
metal for the work. He has incurred great ex- 
pense by the delay, and some short time since he 
received from the Government a quantity of brass 
cannon which were useless for defence, but con- 
sidered useful for the object in view. Upon an 
analysis of the brass it is found to contain an un- 
due proportion of tin for the purpose of casting in 
bronze. There is in possession of the Government 
& quantity of old copper, which would be available 
to Mr. Mills, and the brass is precisely suitable for 
the purpose of casting cannon. | havea letter from 
Commodore Warrington recommending the ex- 
- of metals, and called upon the Secretary of 
the Navy, who expressed his willingness to make 
the exchange should Congress approve of the ar- 
rangement. In order to prevent further delay, and 
asthe exchange would be advantageous to all 
parties, | hope the House will at once adopt the 
resolution. 

The resolution was read, being a joint resolution 
reign to the equestrian statue of General Jack- 

in. 


No objection being made— 
_ The resolution was received, read three several 
mes and passed. 


Mr. DANIEL. A move that the rules be sus- || is in order. 


pended, and that the House resolve itself into 


dar. 
DELEGATE FROM UTAH. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. 
of privilege. 1 wish to present ALMon 
Bitt, Esq., delegate from the Territory of Utah, 
whose credentials are on the files of ws House, 
that he may be sworn, and take his seat. 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
rises and presents the credentials of Mr. Babbitt, 
as Delegate from the Territory of Utah, and asks 


that he may be sworn and take his seat as Dele- || 


gate from that Territory. 
Mr. RUMSEY asked for the reading of the cre- 
dentials. 


A pause ensued—during which Mr. Harais | 


and the Clerk were apparently looking for the pa- 
ers, 

Mr. DANIEL. Will it be in order to move to 
postpone this matter? 
some impropriety in admitting this man asa Dele- 

ate. 


&' 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois | 


|| James Barron, as commutation pay for the naval services of 


has not yielded the floor. 

Mr. DANIEL. Will it be in order to move to 
postpone the consideration of this subject ? 

The SPEAKER. The question is not properly 
before the House for consideration. 

Mr. HARRIS. 


are upon the files of the House. 
the memorial of the Delegate, and the action of the 
body from which he comes, have been referred to 
the Committee on Elections. That body proposed, 


at the time of his election, that he should take his || 
formed, | 
ns took |! 


seat when a territorial government wa 

and not before. The Committee on Elect 
upon themselves to report, not in accordance with 
the prayer of the petitioner, or of the government 
which he represents. His credentials are now 


Committee of the Whole upon the private calen- 
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Mr. ASHMUN,. Then I understand if the 
House refuse to go into the Committee of the 
W hole on the private calendar, the business will 
be the report of the select committee, of which 








I rise to a question || the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Ricwarvson] 


ia chairman ? 


|. The SPEAKER. That will be the case. 


greed to. 


THE LATS SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 
Mr. McCLERNAND. 
order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 


lL call for the regular 


|| ness ia the report heretofore made by tf gentle- 


It seems to me there is | 


The motion of Mr. Danzer. was put, and disa- 


man from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,) from the 

select committee appointed to inquire whether Mr. 

Ewing, !ate Secretary of the Interior, had not re- 

| opened and paid certain accounts, and whether he 
| had not improperly paid interest on others, &c. 

The resolutions reported by Mr. Ricnarpson 

from the majority of the committee, are as follow: 

| Resolved, That the payment by the Secretary of the Inte- 

| rior of thirty-two thousand three hundred and eighty-iwe 

dollars and fifty cents, to the administrator of Conumodore 


|, said Barron during the revolutionary war, was made in vio- 


| 
j 
| 
} 


i} 


I will state that the credentials |) 


of the Delegate are not in my possession, but they I! Corcoran and Riggs, as assignees of William M. Gwin, was 


The credentials, || 


on the files of the House, and as another Delegate | 


cannot be elected in time to take his seat during || 


the present Congress, | hope there will be no ob- 
jections to Mr. Babbitt taxing his sea’. 


The SPEAKER. The question is not properly | 


beforethe House. The Chair suggests to the gentle- 
man from Illinois that it would be better not to raise 
this question until the credentials are presented. 

Mr. HARRIS. 
the credentials brought forward, that | make the 
question at this time. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair does not rule the | 


question out of order, but he suggested, as the Clerk 
cannot lay his hands upon the papers, that the 
question be deferred until the case is fairly pre- 
sented. . 

Mr. HARRIS. The Clerk will find in the 
printed report an extract from the memorial of the 
constituent body from which Mr. Babbitt comes. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Have not 


these credentials been acted upon by the House? || 
If | am not mistaken, these same credentials have || 


been presented, referred to the Committee on Elec- 


tions, reported oY that committee, and acted upon | 
ask, are the same credentials a || 


by the House. 
subject-matter for another inquiry ? 
The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Hl 
gentieman from Iilincis insist upon the considera- 
tion of this subject now? 
Mr. HARRIS. | am willing thatit should pass 


over until Monday. But I give notice now, that I! Alexander Evane, Nathan 


1 shall call it up at that time. 
PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


|" Mr. DANIEL renewed his motion to suspend 


the rules to proceed to the consideration of the 
private calendar. 
The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
this motion. ; 
Mr. ASHMUN. What is the regular order of 
business for the morning ? 


The SPEAKER, There being no private busi- || 
er’s table, the regular business | 


ness on the S 
will be the call of the committees for reports; and 
the first business of that nature will be the report 
of the select committee which has occupied the at- 
tention of the House for several mornings, after 


‘which the House would proceed, upon the expi- 


ration of the morning hour, to the business on the 
Speaker’s table. motion of the gentleman 
from North Carolina to sus the rules to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the private calendar, 


argis.) Does the | 


nn ote adlipememees 


| lation of law. 
| Resolved, That officers of the Virginia navy during the war 
| of the Revolution, are not entitled to commutation pay. 
| Resolved, That the payment of compound interest in the 
case of Commodore James Barron, wus made in violation 
of law. 

Resolved, That the sum of $56,021 49 paid to Messrs. 


| 


justly due the Chickasaw Indians, and was improperly paid 


i] to Corcoran and Riggs. 
i 


Mr. VINTON had moved to amend the seid 
| resolutions as follow: 
“That inasmuch as the resolutions proposed by the com- 
| mittee ruise? on the motion of Mr. Ricaarpson, do not 
charge the Secretary of the Interior with any crime of 
misdemeanor, and do not propose any change of existing 
| laws, but in eff ecteall upon this House to revise the decision 
\ of the proper officers of the Government upon a lega! ques- 
| tion affecting private rights, that the same Be not concurred 
, in.?? 

The previous question had been seconded, and 
the main question had been ordered to be now 
put, which main question was first on agreeing to 
the amendment of Mr. Vinron 

Pending this question— 

Mr. RICHARDSON had claimed the floor to 


close the debate, and had been interrupted at the 


It is for the purpose of having 1 outset of his remarks by the expiration of the 


morning hour. He now resumed and concluded 
his remarks, (which will be published in the Ap- 
| pendix,) in reply to gentlemen who had preceded 
/him, and in further vindication of the positions 
taken in the majority report, impugning the con- 
duct of the late Secretary of the Interior in the 
allowance of the claims in question. 

Mr. R. having concluded — 

The SPEAKER announced that the question 
| was first on egreeing to the amendment of the gen- 
| tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Viwrow.]} 

The resolutions and amendment were read, (as 
above.) 

Mr. RICHARDSON called the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, 

The qvestion upon agreeing to the amendment 
of Mr. Vinton was taken, and decided in the af- 
| firmative—yeas 94, nays 84; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Aeshmun, 
Bayly, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, 


|| Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
|| Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, 





Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duncep, Elion, 
vans, Fowler, Preedley, Gentry, 
Gilbert, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hampton, Hay, 
| Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, W. 
| T. Jae , James L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, J. 
G. Kiu bn A. King, Horace Maun, Marshall, Matteson, 
McGaughey, McKissock, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Net- 
| son, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phamnix, Pittman, Powell, 
| Putnam, Reed, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Siivester, Sprague, 
| Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, ‘i'ayior, 
John h. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs. Tack, Underbili, 
| Vinton, Watkins, White, Wittiams, and Wright—. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Buy, Bingham, 


| 
' 
| 
|| Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, W.J. Brown, Buel, J. 


Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Carver, Cieveland, Clingman, W. 
| R. W. Cobh, Coleock, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Edmand- 

son, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Green, 
| Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W.' Harris, 


‘| Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holaday, Howard, 


i 
i 
| Hubbard, Inge, J. W Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, dents, Julian, Kauiman, Leffler, Littiefield, Job 
ann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McLanahan, Me- 
Mallen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Orr, 
Parker, Peasiee, Pielps, Potter, Richardson, Rubbing, kb 
inson, Ross, Savage, Sawselle, Seddon, F. P. Stantcu, 
Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thommen, 
Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wid- 
rick, Wood, Woodward, and Young—<4. 
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So ied idibbdindljocdlt of Mr. Vin'ron was agreed The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to the 
to 


The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
resolution as amended. 

Mr. JONES called for the reading. 

‘The resolution as amended was again read. 

Mr. HALL made a remark not aadible at the 
reporter’s desk. 

Mr. BAYLY asked the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution as amended. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ALLEN, (to the Speaker.) Is it in order 
now to move that the resolution be laid upon the 
table? 

The SPEAKER. It iq in order to move that 
the whole subject be laid upon the table. 

Mr. ALLEN (not hearing the Speaker’s reply) 
a his question. 


he SPEAKER. The motion to Jay on the || 


table is in order. If it should be agreed to, it will 
carry to the table the report and the resolution. 
Mr. ALLEN. I move that the whole subject 
be jaid upon the table. 
There was much confusion in the Hall. Some 
time elapsed in the restoration of order—the 
Speaker giving notice, that if conversation was 


no: suspended, and members did not take their | 


seats, the Speaker would be compelled to call them 
by their names. 

Mr. MEADE inquired of the Speaker, whether, 
if the resolution was laid upon the table, the re- 
port would also take that direction. 

The SPEAKER explained that it would. 

The question, “* Shall the whole subject be laid 
upon the table?’’ was then taken and decided in 
the negative, without a division. 

So the House decided that the whole subject 
should not-be laid upon the table. 

The question then again recurred on the adop- 


tion of the resolution as amended, and being taken | 


resulted——yeas 93, nays 90; as follow: 


YEAS —Mesers. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, || 
Baker, Bayly, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Bur- | 
rows, Chester Butter, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Cald- | 
well, Caivin, Campbell, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, || 


Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duncan, Eliot, 
Alexiunder Evans, Nathan Evans, Fiwier, Freediey, Gentry, 
Gilbert, Gow, Goult, Grinnell, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Hiltiard, Houston, Howe, Williaw T. 
Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
MeGaughey, McKissock, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Ogie, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phoenix, Pitman, 
Powell, Putnam, Reed, Root, Rose, Ramsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schealcratt, Silvester, Sprague, 
Stanty, Alexander H. Stephens, ‘Thaddeus Stevens, 
John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, “tuck, Underhill 
Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wright—93. 
NAYS—Mesers. Albertson, 


, 
Ashe, Averett, Bay 
J, Browa, Buel, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, 


Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston. Fitch, 
Puller, Gerry, Giimore, Gormian, Green, Hall, Hamilton, 
Ishaty G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, 
Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, 
Lituefeld, Job Mann, Mason, MeOlernand, Mc Donald, Mc- 
Lanatan, McMullen 
Morria, Orr, Parker, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H, Stanton, Stetsen, Thomas, 
Jnacoh Thompson, James Thompson, Venable, Walden, 
Waldo, Wallace, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, 
Woodward, and Young—90, 


So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. VINTON moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordjngly. 

Ata subsequent stage of the day’s proceedings— 

Mr, CLINGMAN asked the unani 
sent of ihe Flouse to change his vote on th®amend- 
ment. He had voted in the nevative under a 
misapprehension of the question. He should have 
voted in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER put the question, and stated 
that the change of the vote would not affect the 
result. , 

Sore conversation followed between Messrs. 
BAYLY and CLINGMAN. 

Objecuon being made the vote was not changed. 


VIRGINIA CLAIMS. 


Mr. HALL asked the unanimous consent of 


the House to give notice that be would hereafter 
ark leave to introduce a bill, entitled ** A bill in re- 
lauien to the claims of Virginia officers for half 


pay 
vr. VENTON. I the Speaker will 
ceed to cali the omuahliiedee reports, ae 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


} 


aylor, || 


| 





Hi 
| 


| 


| Committee on the Judiciary. 
| matter in which humanity was concerned, and he 





notice of the bill indicated by the gentleman from. 


Missouri? [Mr. Hatt.] 

No objection having been, made, the notice was 
given and was ordered to be entered on the Journal. 

Mr. DUNHAM gave notice under the rule that 
he would, at an early day, ask leave to introduce a 
joint resolution relative to the payment of claims 
under the 3d section of an act, approved July 5, 
1832, entitled ** An act to provide for liquidating 
and paying certain claims of the State of Vir- 
ginia.”’ 

THE FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 

Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported correct (among others) the 
bill in relation to fugitive slaves. And the bill 
received the signature of the Speaker. - 

Mr. MEADE asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a joint resolution from the 
It was, he said, a 


hoped that there would be no objection to it. 
Mr. VINTON. I object, and call for the regu- 


|| lar order of business. 


Mr. BAYLY, (to the Speaker.) Has the morn- 
ing hour expired? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has ex- 

ired. 

Mr. BAYLY. Then I move that the House 
proceed to the consideration of business on the 


| Speaker’s table. 


Mr. VINTON. I move that the House proceed 


| with the call of the committees for reports. 


} 
\! 


The question was stated to be on the motion of 
Mr. Bay y. 


Mr. VINTON. I hope it will not be agreed to. 
Mr. QAYLY, (to the Speaker.) Is the bill for 


| the pay of members on the Speaker’s table? 


The SPEAKER. That bill is on the Speaker’s 
table. [Laughter.] 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Bay y, and the vote stood—ayes 55; noes 80. 

Tellers were asked and refused. 

Sothe House refused to proceed to the consider- 


4 ation of business on the Speaker’s table. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 


| committees for reports, commencing where the call 
| was last suspended. 


POST OFFICE BILL 
Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways and 


| Means, to which had been referred the bill making 


appropriations for the service of the Post Office 


| Department, which had been returned from the 


Beale, || Senate, with amendments, reported back the said 
2 | 
Bingham, Bissel:, Booth, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William | 


| amendments, with a recommendation that they be 


| 


| concurred in by the House. 
Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Dimmick, || 


Mr. BAYLY. The only change 
Several Voices. Let the amendments be read. 
Mr. BAYLY. 1 will suggest that it is hardly 


worth while to detain the House ‘with reading 


| them. The only amendment of any consequence 
| is one making the appropriations specific, as was 
yp MeWittie, Meade, Miller, Millson, || attempted in this House, instead of making them 


vaslee, Phelps, Potier, Richardson, || 
Sawtelle, Seddon, |) 


con- || 





in the lamp. Some other changes there are, but 
not of much moment. The appropriations are 


| reduced ten thousand dollars. 


The SPEAKER. The amendments must be 
reported to the House, unless by unanimous con- 
sent the reading should be dispensed with. Does 
any gentleman call for the reading? 

No member having called for the reading— 

The question was taken, and, without a division, 
the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported back with amendments, and asked 
a concurrence therein, Senate bill entitled “An 
act making an appropriation for a custom-house at 
Bangor, in the State of Maine;’’ which bill and 


| amendments were referred to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
back with amendments the House bill authorizing 
the erection of a custom-house in the city of Cin- 
cinnati; which bill and amendments were referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, end ordered to be printed. 

» Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill authorizing the erection of a custom-house 
in the city of St. Louis, which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 3°) 


THE TARIFF. 


The Committee of W : 
been called— ween having 


Mr. TOOMBS said, he held in his h 
lution from the Committee of Ways and We 
Since that resolution was agreed to by the ¢ om 
mittee, a great change had taken place in the sab. 
lic mind,-his own with the rest, as to the Propriety 


of its passage. He would, however, sea i, ' 
the Chair to be reported in pursuance of the ord S 
of the committee. 7 
The report was read, as follows: 
The Committee of Ways and Means, 
was referred several petitions and mem 


ting to the tariff, beg leave to report: 


Resolved, That, in the judgment of the cnmmittee itis j 
expedient at this time to attempt any legislation upon Ma 
subject of altering the existing duties on imports 


The report having been read— 

Mr. VINT@N said, I move to amend the report 
by striking out all after the word “ resolved,” ang 
insert the following: : 


* That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructeg 
to report on Tuesday next, at the hour of half-past eleven 
o’elock, a. m., a bill in the words following, to wit: 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate und House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, "That 
the proviso of the second section of the act of Congress 
entitled ‘ An act making appropriations for thecivit and dip, 
lomatic expenses of Government for the year ending the 
30th June, 1847, and for other purposes,” approved on the 
10th day of August, 1846, shall be construed to require the 
appraisers in appraising all goods, wares, and merchandise 
imported after thirty days from the of this act, into 
ony port of the United States, to adopt the average market 
value of similar articles, in the principal ports of the United 
States, during the year ending the 30th day of June, ig 
under such general regulations to be prescribed by the Sec. 
retary of the Treasury as shall prevent frauds and under. 
valuations, and secure a uniform valuation throughout ihe 
United States: Provided, however, That in no case shall 
duties be assessed on a valuation less than the market value 
of the article in the principal ports of the United States, at 
the time of entry.” 


Mr. VINTON. I will send up to the Chair the 
section proposed to be amended, so that the House 
may have it before them: 


* Provided, Said salary shall not commence, or appoint- 
ment take effect, prior to the thirtieth of November next, 
and in appraising all goods at any port of the United States, 
heretofore subjected to specific duties, but upon which ad 
valorem duties are imposed by the act of the 30th July last, 
entitled * An act reducing the duty on imports and for other 
purposes,’’ reference shall be had to vajues and invoices of 
similar goods imported during the Jast fiscal year, under such 
general and uniform regulations for the prevention of fraud 
or undervaluation as shail be prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury.’ 


Mr. V. This is one of those propositions that 
everybody can understand. We haye not time to 
discuss it. 1 therefore move the previous question. 

Mr. HALL. _I[ move a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER propounded the question, Shall 
there be a call of the House? 

The question being taken— 

The SPEAKER said, it appeared to be decided 
in the negative. 

Mr. HALL demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and 

The question was taken and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 84, nays 101; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Booth, A.G. Brown, W. J. Brown, Buel, Jo- 
seph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Campbell, Cleveland, W. 
R. W. Cobb, Coteock, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Vurkee, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gorman, Green, Hall, 
Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, ~ampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, 
Holmes, Howard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Jobn- 
son, Jones, Julian, Raufman, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, 
Littlefield, MeClernand, McDowell, MeLanahan, MeMul- 
len, MeQueen, Miller, Mitison, Morris Morse, Orr, Parker, 
Peaslée, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Robinson, Root, Ross, 
Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Vewable, Waldo, 
Wallace Wellborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Wood, Woodward, and Y. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashinun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
Cineman, Cole, Corwin; Orewell, Debacey, Dickey, Dizon, 
Ch ickey, Dixon, 
, "Edmu ’ Bliot, Alexander "Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, peed mtry, vane ees varag 
Gould, Grianell, Hampton, Hay, Ha ebard ’ 
Hilliard, Houston, Hasve, Hunter, Witliam T. Jackson, 


ing osc Mat 


» MeKissock, Meach- 
gle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Rumsey 


Reed, Robbins, 


Marshall, 
Schenck, Sche . Schoolcraft, Silvester, 
‘cack wae 
Underhill, Vinton, » White, and 


to which 
Orials rela. 
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The question, ‘* Will the House second the de- 
for the previous question? was taken, 
The SPEAKER announced ayes 82, noes 70. 
Mr. HUBBARD called for tellers. 
Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Pearusaston and Duncan were appointed. 


The question was again taken, and the tellers 
ayes 89, noes 79. 

So there was a second. 

The main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. PHELPS. The first question, I believe, 
ig on the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 
| move to lay the whole subject on the table, 

Mr. MORSE called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

And the question being, ‘* Shall the whole sub- || 
‘ect be laid on the table?’’ 

Mr. VENABLE stated that he had paired off | 
with the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Hat- 
howay,] at hia request, for this day; he therefore 
declined to vote. . 

Mr. DANIEL stated that he had paired off for 
the day with one of hia colleagues, [Mr. Snep- 
perD,] who was too much indis 
in his seat, ; 

Mr. KAUFMAN stated that he had paired off 
with the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. 
News. ] ; : 

Mr. OWEN stated thathe hed paired off wiih 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Oxps.} 

Mr. RICHARDSON having also paired off, 
voted inadvertently, and was allowed to withdraw 
his vote. 

The question, ‘* Shall the whole subject be laid 
upon the table ?”” was then taken, and resulted— | 
yeas 93, nays 94; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertsun, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, | 
Beale, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, 
Carter, Cleaveland, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Cotcock, 
Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Green, Hall, 
Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Haris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, | 
Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andew Jobnson, Rob- | 
ert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston King, La Sére, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mana, Mason, McClernand, Mec- 
Donald, McDowell, MeLanahan, McMullen, McQueen, Mc- 
Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Orr, Outlaw, | 
Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Powter, Powell, Robinson, Ross, 
Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
Hi. Stanton, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Waldo, | 
Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wiidrick, Wood, Wood- 
ward, and Young—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, t hester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Jose ph P. Cald- 
well, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Danean, 
Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, 
Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gou, Gould, Grinnell, Hainpton, | 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, | 
Hunter, William ‘T’. Jackson, James L. Jonnson, Kerr, G. | 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKiszock, Finis E. McLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Merton, Nelson, Ogie, Otis, 
Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Robbins, Root, Rose, Ram- 
sey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Bilves- 
ter, Sprague, Stanty, Alexander Stephens, Thaddeus Sie- 
vens, Taylor, James Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, 
ae ae Vinton, Walden, Watkins, White, and Wil- 
jams—94, 


So the House decided that the whole subject 
should not be laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
substitute amendment of Mr. Vinton. 

Mr, FEATHERSTON inquired whether it 
would now be in order to move a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in or- 
der, the previous question having been seconded. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, 

The question, “Shall the amendment of the 


to remain || 








gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton] be agreed to?” 
was taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 93, 
nays 96; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashman, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Cvester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Calvin, Cam 
bell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, 
Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Dunean, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Na- 
than Evans, Fowler, veers Gentry, Gilmore, Got, 


Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, William T. 
Finis E. McLean, Meacha:n, Moore, 
” 
Putnam, Reed, ' 
Be , Silvester, Sprague, 
; B. Thom 
Vinton, Watkins, White, 


Gould, Grinnell, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, ay meery, 
ackson 
James L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Horace ‘Manns Marshall’ Matteson, Ms. 
Morteeed. hone Ogle, Otis, Phenix 
etson le, Pitman 
Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Stanly, Alexander H. Thaddeus Ste Strong, 
Taylor, James -- secs aah nanen, = 
Williams—g3. 


NAYS—M stson, Ashe, Averett, ’ 
Beale, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Altart G. Brown, 
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William J. Brown, Bue! ‘Cable, George A. Caldwell 

Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter,C veland, Cli an, William. || 
son : ‘ ry; Dimmick, Disney, Dun- 
pe Durkee, Edmundson, ee ene anh, 
Her, Gerry. man, Green, an aralson 
Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sam w. Harris, Thomas L. 
, Holmes, Howard, 


Haris, Hibbard, Hoagland, H 
Aubbard, inge, Ww. 

Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston King, La Sere, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McCiernand, Me Don- 
ald, MeDowell, MeLanahan, McMullen, McQueen, Me- 


Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Orr, Parker, || 


Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Robinson, Ross, Savage, 
Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Walden, Waldo, 
Wallace, Weltborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, Wood- 
ward, and Young—96. j 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The question recurring upon agreeing to the 


original resolution reported by the Committee rr 


Ways and Means— 


r. BROOKS, Mr. NELSON, and others de- | 
eas and nays. 


manded the 
Mr. PRESTON KING called for the reading 


of the resolution. 
It was read. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, desired to 
make one inquiry. 
taken upon 
original resolution been stricken out? 

The SPEAKERS. The motion to lay on the 
table was put and rejected; the question recurred 


on agreeing to sirike out the resolution of the com- | 
| mittee, @nd to insert, in lieu thereof, the amend- | 
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 


pase se a substitute. That motion was re- 
jected. The question now is upon agreeing to the 
original resolution of the committee. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider tha vote by 
which the amendment of Mr. Vinton Nad been 
rejected, and to lay that motion on the table. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, demanded | 


the yeas and a on laying the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 
Mr. PHELPS withdrew his motions. 


The question, “ Will the House concur in the | 


report of the committee?”’ was taken, and re- 
sulted—yeas 91, nays 93; as follow: 
YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 


Beale, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, | 
William J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, | 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman, Wil- | 


liamson R, W. Cobh, Coleock, Disney, Dunham, Durkee, 
Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gor- 
man, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, it 

Howa.d, Habbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew John- 
eon, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston Kiang, La 
Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClerwand, 
MeDonald, McDowell, MeLanaban, McMullen, McQueen, 


MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Orr, | 
Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potier, Powell, Richardson, Robin- | 


son, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, R. H. 
Stanton, Stetson Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Waldo, Wal- 
lace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, 
and Young—91. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashinun, Baker, Bennett Bokee, Brigg-, Brooks, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butier, Calvin, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, 
Doty, Dunean, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freedlev, Gentry, Gilmore, Gott, Goul¢, Grinnell, 
Hampton, Hav, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Hous- 
ton, Howe, Hunter, William T. Jackson, James L. John- 
son, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, 


H. Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKiesock, F. | 
E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, | 


Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rob- 
bins, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Sehenck, Schermer- 
horn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, Taylor, James Thom p- 
son, John B. Thompson, Tharman, Toombs, Tuck, Under- 
hill, Vinton, Watkins, White, and Williams—93. 


So the House refused to concur in the report. 

Mr. BROOKS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, for the purpose, he said, if that motion should 
prevail, of offering the following resolution: 








Jackson, Andrew Johnson, || 


Had not the question been | 
the amendment, and had not the | 


oagland, Holladay, | 
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action, but left the subject oper to investigauon. 


| He demanded the previous question. 

Mr. B. subsequently, however, withdrew the 
| demand for the previous question at the request of 
: Mr. BAYLY, who said he would, after a single 
remark, renew it. 

Mr. B. stated, that he should oppose this rese- 
lution, and he should detain the ree with but 
| One consideration in regard to it. If such a com- 
| mittee ag this was raised, he said it wos perfectly 
| certain that no one could serve upon it except. gen> 

tlemen from the cities apd towns. All of us, said 
| he, who represent the agricultural interests, and 
are engaged in the business of farming or plant- 
| ing, are compelled, afler a long session such as 
this has been, to go home and look after their pri- 
vate affairs. The result will be, if such a commit- 
tee be raised—the result will be, as I have said, that 
no one representing the agricultural interests can 
serve upon it. After having been absent from 
home for such a length of time, it was absolutely 
necessary that he should return home and look after 
his private affairs; and such, he had no doubt, would 
be the case with every farmer and planter. He 
renewed the demand for the previous questign. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 
Mr. BROOKS asked the yeas and nays; which 





| 
| 
i 


|| were ordered, 


ne SPEAKER, in reply to inquiries from sev- 


|| eral quarters, explained the state of the question, 


and said that the only question before the Flouse 

was on laying the motion to reconsider upon the 
| table, 

Mr. ASHMUN. If the vote should be recon- 
sidered, will it not then be in order for the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Brooxs] to offer his 
|| resolution ? 

_The SPEAKER. If the vote should be recon- 
sidered, the subject will be open to amendment, as 
| it was originally. 
| The question, Shalithe motion to reconsider be 
|| laid upon the table? was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 93, nays 92; as follow: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Alhertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, A. G. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, G. A. ¢ aldwelt, J. 
P. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman, W. R, W. Cobb, 
|| Coleock, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Green, Hail, 
|| Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, I. G. Harris 8. Ww. Harris, T. 
|| L. Harris, H bhard, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Howard, 
| 


i} 


|| Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johneon, R. W, 
Johnson, Jones, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Liwefield, 
Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McPhweli, 
|| MeMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Mollson, 
|| Mortis, Morse, Orr, Parker, Peasiee, Pheips, Potter, Pagyetl, 
|| Robinron, Ross, Suvage, Sawtelie, Seddor, PF. P. Stahton, 
kK. H. Stanton, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wal 
dev, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young—93. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 
| Ashmun, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briges, Brooke, Burrows, 
Chester butler, Thomas B. Butler, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Doty, Dunean, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hit- 
liard, Houston, Howe, William T. Jackson, James b. 
Johnson, Kerr, G. G. King, J.G, King, J. A. King, H. Mano, 
Marshall, Matteson, MeGaughey, Mc Kissock, MeLanahan, 
F..E.McLean, Meacham, Moore Morehead, Morton, Nelson, 
| Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Robbins, 
| Reed, Risley, Rose, Rumsey, Sacke t, Schenck, Schermer- 
horn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander a. 
Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, Taylor, James Thomp- 
| son, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Tack, Underhill, Vinton, 
| Watkins, White, and Williams—92. 


| So the motion to reconsider was laid on the ta- 
|| ble, and the subject was thus disposed of. 
THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


H Mr. BAYLY. I move that the House proceed 
| @ business on the Speaker’s table. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 












































































Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to sit 
during the recese, and to inquire into the operation of the | 
existing tariff system, with all the facts relating thereté or 
connected therewith, and that they report the same, the en- 
suing session of C to the House. 

And that said committee have power to summon wit- | 
nesses to take testimony, orto incur such expenses as they | 
may deem indispensably necessary to obtain information. 

The resolution having been read—__. t 


| 


Mr. re apd to speak. 
. RICHARDSON inte toa point of | 
Mr interposed toa point o Mr. PHOMPSON, of Mississippi. It is Sat- 


order; but, upon an explanation by the Speaker, 
did not press it. 

Mr. BROOKS remarked, that the resolution ex- | 
plained itself. It merel i 





Mr. SCHENCK. imove to take up the pri- 
vate bills on the Speaker's table. Friday and Sat- 
urday are, by the rules, setapart for the consider- 
atian of private business. If we intend to do 
anything in private business, before Congress ad- 
journs, we should commence it to-day. There are 
several bills from the Senate, of a private charac- 
ter, upon the Speaker’stable. 1 hope they will be 
taken 


| urday; we cannot get at private bills. I move that 

| the House adjourn. 

| ‘The question was taken, and 

| ‘The SPEAKER announced—ayes 67, noes 74. 

| Tellers were asked and ordered, and Megsrs. 
McQusen and Casey were appointed. 
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The question. was again taken, and the tellers 
reported —ayes 44, noes 82. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER now stated, that this being pri- 
vate bill day, the motion to proceed to the consid- 
eration of business on the Speaker's table was not 
in order, except by unanimous consent. And the 
Speaker would have so ruled this morning had his 
attention been called to the fact, that there.were 
any printed bills on the table. 

Mr. POTTER asked the unanimous consent to 
introduce a resolation, the object of which was un- 
derstood tobe to exempt the mail wagons of the 
House from city license tax. He was understood 
to say, that the Sergeant-at-Arms had been ar- 
rested for refusing to pay the license tax levied by 
the city autWorities. 

The reception of the resolution was objected to. 

And the reading was objected to. 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rotled Bills, made a report. 

The following bills from the Senate were taken 
up, and 

The Senate bill entitled ‘* An act for the relief 
of John M. McIntosh,” was read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

Senate bill entitled “ An act for the relief of 
William Hardin,” was read a first and second 
time by its title, 

Mr. HARALSON asked that the bill be put 
upon its passage. 

The CHAIR said that it contained an appropria- 
tion of money, and must, therefore, be referred. 

On motion by Mr. HARALSON, the bill was 
then referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The Senate bill entitled *‘ An act for the relief 
of Lewright Browning,”’ coming up im order, was 
read a first and seven time by its title. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked that the bill be put on 
ite passage. He explained that the bill was in- 
tended to grant a pension to the widow of Lieuten- 
ant Browning, late of the navy, who was drowned 
by the upsetting of a boat on the coast of Califor- 
nia, afew months ago. Lieutenant Browning was 
engaged under the command of Lieutenant Bache, 
in the survey of that coast. Both these Lieuten- 
anis were drowned, As Lieutenant Bache was 
acting under orders, his widow was entitled to re- 
ceive a pension; but Lieutenant Browning, who 
was on leave of absence, had volunteered his ser- 
viceson the solicitation of Lieutenant Bache; and 
not being technically under orders when lost, his 
widow was not entitled to a pension, Orders, 
however, had been transmitted to him by the de- 
partment, but had not been received at the time of 
the occurrence. This bill was intended to place 
his widow on the same footing with the widow of 
Lieutenant Bache. He hoped there would be no 
objection to putting the bill on its passage. He 
concluded by moving the previous question; which 
received a second, and the main question was or- 
dered to be put. 

The question was then put on ordering the bill 
to a third reading, and carried in the affirmative. 
It was then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. MILLER moved that the House adjourn. 
The question was put, and decided in the negative. 

The followin nate bills coming up in their 
order, were mt a first and second time, and re- 
ferred as indicated below, viz: 

An act to increase the pension of Isaac Watts 
Griffith. On motionby Mr. LEFFLER, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, . 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth L. Blackburn. 
Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pet 
sions, 

An ect for the relief of the administrators of 
Major Frederick D. Mills, deceased. Referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

An act for the relief of Charles Kellett. Mr. 
GRINNELL wished the bill to be put upon its 
passage, but it was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

An act for the relief of Charles Lynch. On mo- 
tion by Mr. WALDO, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

An act for the relief of Charles Reeder and Wal- 
ter R. Johnson, and the legal representatives of 
Thomas P,, Jones. On motion by Mr. DAN- 
— referred to the ee ima. 

n act granting a pension to John Leroy. Re- 
ferred to the Cecmataen en Invaled Bunsioas. 


i| line 13, and in lieu thereof ineert: 











An act for the relief of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society. Referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

The question recurred, and. was taken, on the 
motion of Mr. Bayxy to proceed to the considera- 
tion of business on the Speaker’s table, and was 
agreed to. 

PAY AND MILEAGE. 

The first business was the consideration of the 

bill of the House making appropriations to supply 


|| a deficiency in the former appropriations for the 
|| pay and mileage of the members of the present 


Congress, which had been returned from the 
Senate with amendments. 

Several of the amendments were agreed to with- 
out a division. 


The following amendment of the Senate being 
under consideration: 


Strike out all after the word ‘Provided’ to the end of 


‘That the mileage of the Senators and Representatives 
from California, and the the Delegates from Oregon, be com- 
puted aceording to the most usual traveling route within the 
limits of the United States ; and the per diem of the said 
Senators and Representatives, for this session, shall com- 
mence from the day on which the constitution of California 
was first communicated to the two Houses of Congress, re- 
spectively.” 

And the question being ‘* Will the House con- 
cur in the amendment of the Senate ?’’— 

Messrs. CARTTER and McGAUGHEY de- 
manded the yeas and nays, 

Mr. PRESTON KING called for the reading 
of the amendment. 

It was read. 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out the words “ the usu- 
ally tra¥@icd route,”’ and inserting the words ‘in | 
accordance with the existing law, which provides 
for the pay of the members of this House.”’ 

He said there was no reason for a discrimination 
between the members. He wished the existing 
law to apply to the members from California and 
the Delegate from Oregon, in the same manner as 
to the other members of the House. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsy!vania, wished some 
information as to the effect of this amendment— 
whether it would increase the mileage of the Cali- 
fornia members or not? 

Mr. HALL said the place in which he resided, | 
(St. Joseph,) was about equi-distant from this 
city and from San Francisco. It was about two 
thousand miles from here to St. Joseph. The 
whole effect of this amendment would be to give 
these gentlemen twice the amout of mileage which | 
he (Mr. H.) received, while their expenses were 








ten times as much. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Does not 
the Senate’s amendment increase their compensa- 
tion above that given by the bill of the House ? 

Mr. HALL. Only about $800. 

Mr. STEVENS. I am in favor of the Senate’s 
amendment. 

Mr. HALL. So am I. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri speaks of hisown mileage asa standard. I 
wish to inquire what is the amount which he re- 
ceives? 

Mr. HALL. About $1,670. 

Mr. STEVENS (resuming) said, he was in fa- 
vor of the Senate’s amendment, and hoped it would 
prevail. It gives the members from California no 
more in proportion to the distance traveled, than 
the other members of the House received, and 
they had a rough road tocome. He objected to 
discriminations, and urged that the same rule 
should be applied to all the members of Congress. 

Mr. CARTTER said he was altogether opposed 
to the amendment of the Senate. It rested upon 
a false basis. The Representatives from Califor- 
nia would under it receive nearly two thousand 
dollars more than was received by any of the 
other members of that House; and for doing 
what? For merely getting on board a steamer 
and traveling fora week! Of what service was it 
to the Government? It was merely for the conreni- 
ence of the gentlemen themselves, that they might 
reach their homes. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, (continued Mr. C.,) with this as the 
basis for his reasoning, concludes that the De 
from Oregon and the Representativss from Cali- 
fornia should have twice as much as the other 
members of this body. Assuming his basis of 
reasoning to be true, 1 admit that the deduction is 
correct. But the difficulty is that the basis is false 


ries en There is no more reaso 
those gentlemen r ting the remote 

this Republic should take out of the Treseury 
this Government a greater amount for this branch 
of their compensation, than there is for givi 
them an increased per diem allowance. The ne 
relating to mileage ought to be such that memberg 
should receive compensation in proportion to the 
expense of travel and the time consumed. This jy 
the only correct basis. The House, in the bill as it 
stood when sent to the Senate, undertook to cop. 
rect the enormous inequality in the compensation of 
members which now exists. It is true that it ae 
tained but a slight approach to a correction of that 
inequality; but it was, at all events, a beginni 
of the correction of the evil, and now it is pro- 
posed to make a retrograde movement, It is an 
evil which must sooner or later be corrected. Th» 
people demand that it shall be; it is an injustice 
towards all the other members on this floor 
~There is no reason whatever why the gentlemen 
from Virginia, who are within two days’ travel of 
their homes, should receive, as compensation for 
their services in Congress, only fifty per cent. on 
the amount received by the Representatives from 
California. It is the grossest injustice towards 


n why 


| the other members that the Representatives from 


California and Oregon should receive, merely be- 


|| cause they have a week longer to travel, so large 
|asum as $3,600-—a sum so disproportionate to 
| that received by all the other members. As io 


the additional expense to which they are subjected, 
we have the statement of the Delegate from Ore. 
gon, that the whole expense of travel to California 
or Oregon does not exceed seven hundred dollars, 
The cost of travel in going to and returning from 
California and Oregon is daily becoming less, and 
the journey is daily becommg more convenient 


| and comfortable; and yet, instead of putting them 


on an equality with the other members of this 
House, by giving them a reasonable allowance 
for the additional distance, you propose to pay 
them the enormous sum of $3,600. The difficulty 
in the way of the whole of this reasoning is, that 
it is based upon a wrong rule, and an arbitrary 
one. The doctrine is, that inasmuch as you have 
commenced a system of injustice and of wrong, 
you must follow out that system of injustice and 
wrong to whatever extent it may lead you. This 
is the doctrine that is proposed by the Senate’s 
amendment; and if 1 mistake not, it is intended to 
cover up a matter in the other end of this Capitol 
that may yet be brought to light. 

Mr. HARRIS, of lilinois, said, he thought that 
after the speech of the gentleman from Ohio, the 
House was probably ready to vote upon, and to 
adopt the amendment of the Senate. He would 
therefore move the previous question, 

Mr. HOUSTON remarked, that there seemed 
to be two branches to the Senate’s amendment, 
one referring to the mileage, and the other to the 
time of the commencement of the per diem allow- 
ance. He asked for a division of the question, so 
as to take the vote separately upon each branch. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair has not examined 
the amendment to see whether it is divisible. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment proposes, 
not only to fix the mileage, but also the time from 
which the per diem shall be calculated. 

Mr. HARRIS. I believe, Mr. Speaker, that | 
have not yielded the floor, and I have asked for 
the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been moved. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ilask whether—— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to & 
point of order. He desired to know if there was 
not in the amendment of the Senate an increase of 
appropriation ? Ye 

‘The SPEAKER. There is no appropriation 
either in the bill or theamendments. It merely 
fixes the basis upon which the appropriations shall 


be made. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. ; 

The —* was then dey Me, the ee 
to theame ane r. Preston Kine, 
and it was rejectvd. 

The question recurring on the amendment of the 


Senate— 
Mr. CARTTER demanded the yeas and nays. 
were , and the question being 
the result was—yeas 70, nays 98; as follow: 
YEAS—Messre. Andrews, Baker, Beale, Bissell, Bokee, 





taken, 



























































































































































































































































, W. J. Brown, Burrows, Calvin, Casey, Chand- 
Owing Crowell, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Dun- 
can, Fowler, Fuller, Gerry, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, T. L. 
gucris, Haymond, Henry, Holmes, Howard, W T. Jackson, 
Robert W. Johnsen, Kerr, George G. a. G. King, 
john A. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Horace Mann, MeClernand, Mc Willie, Meacham, Moore, 

Morton, Ogle, Orr, Peaslee, Phelps, Pitman, Schenck, 
guckett, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Seddon, Silvester, 
¢ , Stanty. Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
won, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, 
Tavlor, Thurman, Tuck, Underhit!, and White—7v. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, Ashe, 
Ashmun, Averett, Bayly, Bingham, Booth, Bowlin, Brooks, 
Albert G. Brown, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Camp- 
pell, Cartier, Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Colcock, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Biiot, Nathan Evans, Featherston, Freedley, Gentry, Gil- 
more, Gorman, Gott, Green, Hamilton, Haralzon, Harlan, 
sham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Hib- 
pard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Joseph 
w. Jackson, Andrew Jonnson, Jones, Job Mann, Marshall, 
Mason, Matteson, McDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, Mc- 


Lanahan, MeMatlen, McQueen, Meade, Miller, Millson, » 


Morris, Nelson, Outlaw, Parker, Potter, Powell, Putnam, 
Reed, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ro t, Ross, Rum- 
sey, Savage, Sawtelle, Strong, Thoinas, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wal- 
jace, Watkins, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, 
Wood, Woodward, Wright, and Youag—9s. 

So the amendment of the Senate was not con- 
curred in. 7 \ ‘ 

The question now being on concurring in the 
last amendment of the Senate striking out the 
cause appropriating $50,000 for books ordered for 
new members of the present Congress, and in- 
creasing the contingent fund of tne House to that 
amount, the question was put and the amendment 
was concurred in, without a division . 

On motion by Mr. WALDEN leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the House, for the 
purpose of presenting the same at the proper de-- 
partment, the papers in the case of Joseph Dana. 

On motion, the House then adjourned till Mon- 
day next. 


IN SENATE. 
Satrurpay, September 14, 1850. 


The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 
body a communication from the Department of 
State, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 2d August, calling for a copy of the 
report mede by the Rev. R. R. Gurley, who was 
recently sent out by Government to obtain infor- 
mation in respect to Liberia, in Africa, transmit- 
ting a copy of said report. 

The communication was ordered to lie on the 
table, and the motion to print was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. @WIN presented a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of California, instructing the Senators 
and requesting the Representatives of that State 
in Congress to use their exertions to procure grants 
of land to each commissioned officer who served 
in the army of the United States during the late 
war with Mexico; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. SEWARD presented three several memo- 
rials, numerously signed by citizens of the coun- 
ties of Essex and Clinton, in the State of New 
York, representing that the mountains of these 
counties are filled with the richest iron ores and 
covered with extensive forests; that upon the re- 
duction of these ores with the wood of these for- 
ests, by their labor, they depend for their support; 
and that the low price of all kinds of iron in Eng- 
land, during the years 1848 and 1849, has caused 
excessive importations, which have so reduced the 
market value of all kinds of iron in this country as 
to threaten the ruin and prostration of all engaged 
in that branch of American manufactures. They 
earnestly ask that Congress will levy an additional 
duty on all foreign iron imported, and that the 
duty be a specific sum on each two thousand pounds 
imported, that the American producer may know 
the amount of duty the foreigner has to pay to 
get the surplus rie of all other nations into 
competition with the small ranufactories and free 
labor of this country. The memorials were re- 
ferred to the Committee of Finance. 

TREATY WITH CHINA. 

_Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the of the 
President of the United States, containing the re- 
port of the Commissioner to China, in relation to 
carrying into effect certain provisions of the treaties 


between the United States and China, reported a 


bill to repeal so much of the act approved the 11th 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| further consideration of the same; which was 


| 
| 


| whilst in the service of the United States, shall, || 





| COLLECTION OF REVENUE IN CALIFORNIA. 
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August, 1848, as extends the provisions thereof to land in California; which was read a first and sec- 
Macao; which was read a first and second time by | ond time by its title and referred to the Committee 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Commit- | on Public s,and ordered to be printed. 
tee of the Whole. The bill was then reportedtothe | — Also, a bill to establish certain light-houses, fog 
Senate, and, no amendment being proposed, was | signals, beacons, and buoys on the coast of the 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. | State of California, and for the survey of the coast 
COMMITTEE DISCHARGED. _and harbors of said State; which was read a first and 
‘Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- |, cond time by its title and referred to the Commit- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the petition of |, tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
James M. March, asked to be discharged from the || Also, a bill to provide for the survey of public 
lands in California, the granting of donation of 
| rights therein, and the issuing of permits to Amer- 
PENSION BILL. | oo a to or a — vue ee 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- |) 9 Ova and Second time Oy 11s litle, and referred to 
tee on Military Affairs, to thich was referred the | the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
resolution of the Senate, directing the Committee | 


printed. 
ws : es | Mr. FREMONT, in pursuance of previous no- 

” ee “gece he comes noe We thee, || tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
Colonel ineas Mackay, reported a zeneral bill er Gonations of taad:tn the ‘enslyyi end pre- 
entitled “ A bill to provide pensions for the widows || e™Ption rights to the subsequent settlers in Cali- 
and orphans of deceased officers and soldiers,” | fornia; which was read @ first and second time by 
and asked that it might have its second reading at || + — and referred to the Committee on Public 
ase pg There being no objection, the bill was | — CeLy wees TH Cé4nrvonees 

ad a second time i i it- ot . : 
8 of the Whole. AR Cera On Comp Mr. FREMONT. Agreeably to previous no- 

The bill provides for five years’ pensions to the || tice Task leave to introduce * A bill to make 
widows and orphans of officers and soldiers of the || e™porary provision, for the working and dis- 
United States. || covery of gold mines and placers in California, 

The first section provides that if any officer, | and for perserving order in the gold mine die- 
non-commissioned officer, artificer, farrier, black- || trict.” The bill is drawn up with a great deal 
smith, musician, or private, belonging to the army of care and deliberation. I have looked over the 
of the United States, or to the militia in the service | Spanish laws, extending through the space of three 
of the United States, whether by draft or by vol- | hundred years, and I have endeavored to embody 
untary enrollment, shall be killed, or die by reason || i" this bill the essence of all that I considered ap- 
of a wound received, or disease contracted, or in- || Plicable, and have adapted them to our institutions 
jury received while in the line of their duty, leaving | ®* much as possible. ; . 
a widow, or if no widow, a child or children, Leave war granted to introduce the bill, and it 
under sixteen years of age, such widow, or if no |, ¥®3 read a first and second time by its title and re- 
widow, such child or children shall be entitled to || ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and or- 
receive half the monthly pay to which the deceased dered to be printed. 
was entitled at the time of his death, the allowance NOTICES OF BILLS. 
to continue for the term of five years thereafter. Mr. GWIWN gave notice of his intention to ask 

The second section provides that if, before the || leave to introduce a bill to establish offices of the 
expiration of the said term of five years, the widow || mint of the United States at Sacramento city and 
should marry again, or die, leaving no children, or ij at Stockton, in the State of California, for the pur- 
there being no widow, if the child or children || pose of assaying and refining gold bullion. 
should die before the expiration of the term of five || Mr. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 
ycars, then, in either case, the half-pay allowance || ask leave to introduce a joint resolution provi- 
shall cease. But ifthe widow, having been placed | ding for the prompt execution of the printing of 
on the pension roll, should die before the expira- || Congress. 
CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 


tion of the term of five years, leaving a child or } 
children, the half pay shall be allowed for the re- || The following engrossed bill was read a third 


mainder of the term to the child or children of the || time and passed: 
deceased soldier, as thereinbefore provided. || A bill giving the assent of the United States to 

The third section provides that if any officer, | an act of the General Assembly of Maryland, 
non-commissioned officer, artificer, farrier, black- || passed at the December session of 1844, chap- 
smith, musician, or private of the army of militia, || ter 987. 

STATUE TO GENERAL JACKSON, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
was received by Mr. Youne, their Clerk: 

Mr. Presiwwenr: The House of Representatives 
' have passed a joint resolution relating to the 
|| equestrian statue of General Andrew Jackson, in 
|| which | am requested to ask the concurrence of the 





agreed to. 





since the seventh day of May, 1845, have been | 
killed in battle, or have died of wounds received in || 
the line of his duty, his widow or children shall be || 
entitled to the provisions of the foregoing sections, | 
subject to all the restrictions and limitations therein 
contained, 

Mr. CLAY. Thisis an important bill, and one 


which should be printed and deliberately ex- | siecameee was read a first and second time 
amined, before action is had upon it. With this | by its title. 


view, [ 
printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


move that it be laid on the table, and || On the motion of Mr BADGER, the Senate, 


as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the 
_ consideration of the joint resolution, which author- 
. , | izes the delivery of certain old copper as material 
Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution, |; for the statue. Mr. Clarke Mills, the artist who 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and has been employed to cast the bronze statue of 


agreed to: || General Andrew Jackson, has been much delayed 
Resolve, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested || for want of proper metal for the work. Some 
to communicate to the Senate a copy of any reports that o time since he received from the Government 


may have heen made to the department upon the subject of || ; : 
securing and collecting the revenue from custome, and other | @ Quantity of brass cannon, which were useless for 


matters of public interest in California, by any official agent || defence, but considered useful for the object in 


appointed mene department, ponomgenic’ by oon oes | view. Upon an analysis of the brass it was found 
guestions and recommendations as the Secretary of the || 1) coniain an undue proportion of tin for the®pur- 


- fee faba ; pose of casting in bronze. There is in poases- 
M BATE cakearien dik ton Bea lati | sion of the Government a quantity of old copper, 

fi dk iderati - 7 the following resolution | J nich would be available to Mr. Milis, and the 

"Roveboad, ‘The oe Secretary of the Navy be directed to | brass is precisely suitable for the purpose of cast- 

lay before the Senate the proceedings of « board of offi- inden : 

cers of the navy eonvened at Washington for the purpose of he resolution was reported to the Senate, or- 

poem 7 eestsech ote Bese ee Gee by || dered to be read a ~ rd a and was subsequently 

B° || read a third time and pasied. 
Fanaa ne meen see ee THE FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 


to that time. . 
| "The enrolled bill entitled “ An aet respecting fo- 


BILLS FOR CALIFORNIA. ed b 
Mr. GWIN, in pursuance of notice asked and | gitives from justice and persons escaping from the 
service of their masters,’”’ was signed by the Pre- 


obtained leave to introduce a’bill to provide for the 1 
examination and settlement of titles and claims to |! siding Officer of the Senate. 
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should be allowed, and that thereafter no grant of 
pasture — or lands should be given to any one 
within eleven hundred yarda of the most outside 
with the Indian tribes in California, by extinguish- | house of the population. ; 
ing their territorial claims in the gold mine dis- A law of Philip II. of 1618 ordained that no 
tricts, reported back the same with an amendment, || pasture grounds of black cattle should be situ- 
striking out ell-after the enacting clause and in- | ated within a league and a half of any village 
sevting: | converted in old times to the Christian religion, 
wintate rime ng me el to appa, with = j) and not within Sew leagues of My yn 7 of 
vine ate camean 2 pot more than three agents || new)y converted Indians, upon pain of forfeiting 
0 a 3 a. ’ : 
oa bi attend an Guene esd Ag ar a. aur | the pasture ground and half the cattle which there 
fiensation as is now preseribed by law and applicable vo In- || should be upon it; and the Indians had the right 
Bish agents. 
¥ Sec. 2. To enable the President to hold treaties with the 


INDIAN TITLES IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to which wae referred a bill to preserve peace || 














AL GLOBE. 





| to kill any cattle which should be so found tress. || pay for the necessary traveling. 


t; 
Pt. 4, 
of competent lemen in California. ‘A thoughy 
$1,500, hich fo the salary usually paid ae 
dian agents on the frontier, entirely too little fos 
the State of ia, and | am w to vote f, 
any amount which the gentlemen from California 
may think right and proper. 4 

Mr. GWIN. Then If will move to amend the 
bill by substituting $3,000 for $1,500. 

Mr. BENTON. f agree entirely as to the no. 
cessity of increasing thest salaries. I think, how 
ever, that the object will be better accomplished 
by putting the salary at $2,000, and allowing extra 

You want these 


vations fndiah tribes in the Suute of California, the sum of || passing upon their lands, and were subject to no || agents to travel over that extensive country, and, 


one hnadred thonsand dollars be and the same is hereby ap- | penalty whatsoever from them. 


prepriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise || 
appropriated.” |, improvement, and location of lands, should be | 
Mr. ATCHISON. This is a bill to authorize || 
the President of the United States to appoint In- || 
dian agenis in the State of California, and also to || 
enable him to make treaties with the California || 
Indians. It isa matter of some importance, and I | 
. hope it will be taken up and considered now. 
There being no objection made, the Senate pro- |! 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the | 
Whole. 
Mr. ATCHISON. The Committee on Indian | 
Affairs ave entirely anable to communicate to the 
Senate the information which will perhaps be re- 
quired. We de not know the number of tribes of 
Indians within the limits of the State of California, |) 
nor do we know the number of Indians nor the |) 
kind of title by which they bold the lands in the | 
State of California. We, therefore, refer the Senate 
for information upon these points to the Senators || 
from California. 
! 


the lands which might belong to them, as well in- | 
dividually as in communities, together with waters 


other improvement, should be reserved to them in 
the first place, and in no case were they to be sold | 
| or alienated from them. 
The Spanish law likewise recognizes the Indian | 
| right to alienate, and prescribes the terms and moée | 
|in which such alienation shall be legal. A } 
decree of Philip Il. of 1571 commanded that the | 


‘ 


landed property as well as their personal effects, | 


Mr. FREMONT. Thegeneral policy of Spain, 
in her Indian relations, was the same as that which 
was afierwards adopted by all Europe and recog- | 
nized by the United States. The Indian right of oc- | 
cupation was respected, but the ultimate dominion |! 
remained ia the Crown. Wherever the policy of | 
Spain differed from that of the other European na- 
tions, it was always in favor of the Indians. Grants | 
of lands were always made subject to their rights of || 
occupancy, reserving to them the right to resume | 
it even in cases where it had been abandoned at || jection. 
the time of the grant. But the Indian right to the ||| The statements I have given, Mr. President, are 
lands in property, under the Spanish laws, con- || 
sisted not merely in possession, but extended even:|| 
to that of alienation; a right recognized and af- || perty in the lands they occupy, beyond what is 
firmed in the decisions of the Supreme Court of || admitted by this Government in ita relations with 
the United States. A claim to lands in East Flor- || its own domestic tribes, and that some particular 
ide, under a title derived from grants by the Creek || provision will be necessary in order to divest them | 
and Seminole Indians, and ratified by the local au- || of these rights. In California we are at this mo- 
thorities of Spain before the cession of Florida to | ment invading these rights. 
the United States, was confirmed. | the strong hand alone. 

I have here in my hand a volume of Spanish | 
laws published in the city of Mexicn in 1849, and |) 
purporting to contain all the legislation on this | 
subject which was in foree in Mexico up to that 
date. These laws extend from 1533, some twelve 
years after the conquest of Mexico by Cortez, tc 
1817. The policy of Spain in regard to the In- 
dians differed somewhat from that of the United 
States, and particularly in this: that, instead of re- | 
moving the indians from amidst the Spanish pop- | 
ulation, it kept them there and protected them in | 
the possession of their lands among their civilized 
neighbors, having elways in view the leading ob- | 
jeet of ccaveriing them to the Christian religion. | 

‘o thia end the power of the Government was al- 1 
ways directed; it was a national object, and in |) 
great part was a governing principle in the laws 
of which they were the subject. will not oecu- 
py the time of the Senate by reading at length the 
several laws, but will merely make a few state: 
ments of such particular parts as bear direct agents go to California as commissioners; and if 
u; on the rights in question. || the Indians have any rights, let them be thoroughly 

& royal order of Charles V., a supreme low in |) examined. 1 do not think Congress ought to pass 
Spain, of the year 1533, decreed that the Woods, || any laws upon the subject until the matter has 
pasiure lands, and water contained in any grants || been thoroughly investigated. 1 would suggest to 
of signories, which had been or should be made in || the chairman of the Committee on Indian A ffairs, 
the Indies, ahould be common to Spaniards and || that the salary which he lias proposed ($1,500) is 
indians, Another royal order of 1687 (confirming || entirely insufficient to secure the services of com- 
and extending an ordinance of the viceroy, Count || petent men in that country. 
Saust Stephen, of the year 1567) commanded that || of the committee would take the matter into con- 
in all the villages of Indians throughout all New | sideration and increase the salary to $3,000. It 


to correct abuses, a decree of one of the superior 
Colchiti, fora failure to comply with the forms 


prescribed by law. 


sea coast and the interior, and the wild Indians 


absolutely secured to Indians fixed rights of pro- 





The Indians dispute our 


an occasion. Our occupation is in conflict with 
theirs, and it is to render this occupation 
legal and equitable, and to 
that I have introduced this bill. 


| 
| by its obvious necessity, and because jt is right 
| conformable to the established custom of 
Government. 

Mr. GWIN. With regard to the title which 
Indians may have to tracts of land in California, 


this 





’ 


appoint Indian agents, and that able and efficient 
men should be selected for that purpose. Let these 








Spain, who needed land to live upon and sow, || will be oo im ible to get able and compe- 
there should be given to them a space of 500 || tent men to take the office in that country fora 
yards, and agaich more as they had any need of || less salary than that. 

for cultivation around their village, measuring | Mr. ATCHISON. I have no objection. I trust 
from the furthest outside house,and if the village | the Senators from California will preseribe the 


happened to be a large one an unlimited quantity | eum which they think 


will secure the services 


reserve the peace, | 
It recommends |! 
itself to the favorable consideration of the Senate || 


they are disputed. They are not recognized as | 
having any titles there by the Mexican law. That | 
|| is the impression of the population of California. | 
| [think the true policy of this Government is to | 


A decree of Philip IV. ordained that the sale, || 


made with such attention to the Indians that || 
they should be left with a superfluity beyond all || 


and water privileges; and the lands upon which |! 
| they might have made canals for irrigation or any || 


| 





Indians should have the right to alienate their || salary. 


| 
ii 


| tribunals of Mexico, which annulled a sale of the || with. 
| yancho of. Pena Blanca, made by the Indians of | Indians, and it is absolutely necessary to raise the 


| if acceptable to the Senator from Cali 


ad fornia, | 
think it would answer our purpose better to tines 


salary of $2,000, and allow twenty cents per mile 
for the necessary travel, which would probab| 
make up the compensation to $3,500 y 
Mr. GWIN. I will state to the Senator from 
Missouri that he is perfeetly correct in regard to 
the necessity that these Indian agents should travel 
It will be necessary. I have been informed by Ma. 
jor Canby, a very intelligent officer of the United 
States army, that there are probably a hundred 
tribes of these Indians in the gorges of the Sierra 
Nevada, and that they speak some fifty differen; 
languages. These Indian agents will have to 
travel a great deal, and I think $3,000 and twenty 
cents per mile for traveling expenses a very smal 
In that country twenty cents a mile will 
not pay the expenses of traveling. They are on 


prescribing only that proclamation should be made || the very borders of civilization, where it is difficuk 
doring a specified time, and ata place of public sale. || to get provisions of any kind, and $3,000 is the 
We have here a circular of the royal audiency of || smallest which can command the services of com- 


Guadalajara of 1817, reviving for information, and i petent men. 


Why, sir, | have myself paid a dol. 
lar and a halfa pound for barley to feed my horse 
These agents will have to treat with the 


|| salary in order to secure the services of competent 


| men. 


In California we have both classes of Indians— | 
|| the Christian or converted Indians collected to- || are to fix the salaries in California in reference to 
gether at the missions and in large villages of the || the expenses of living and traveling there hereto- 
|| fore and at this time, we shall have to go tp to a 
_of the mountains who never were reduced to sub- || 


We hold there by |) 


right to be there, and they extend the privilege {| 


which the law secured them of killing the cattle | 


to that of killing the owner whenever they find | 


in itself, because it is politic, and because it is || 





I wish the chairman | 





iJ 


Mr. BENTON. I will merely say that, if we 


very high mark indeed. But the provisions of 


|| this bill will hardly take effect this year, and will 
|| have to continue for years to come. i 
sufficient to show that the Spanish law clearly and || 


t is my opin- 
jon that the hundred thousand persons who have 


| gone to California this year will have the effect of 
|| bringing down the price of labor and the cost of 
|| living, and that by next year things will be more 


|| moderate, and in a few years will approximate 


pretty nearly to what they are here. I therefore 
feel 1t my duty to adhere to two thousand dollars 
as the rate of salary, and twenty cents a mile for 


'| travel. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I do not know that! have 
any objection to the proposition, but I will suggest 
that at first perhaps, whilst negotiating with the 
Indians in California, there may be, and necessa- 
rily wil! be, a great deal of travel. Under the 
existing law our commissioners or agents making 
treaties with the Indians are allowed mileage and 
traveling expenses. 

Mr. BENTON. How much mileage? 

Mr. ATCHISON. I think about twenty cents 
amile. | know they very frequently come in with 
claims against the Government for extra services 
not allowed at the department, and they are fre- 
quently, indeed most generally, allowed by Con- 
gress. I have no objection to the amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. This is a subject that calls for 
some consideration. There is a bil: now before 
the Judiciary Committee to onmeine the judiciary 
of the State of California, it is neces:ary to 
come to some conclusion as to the salaries of the 
judges. I cannot tell what amount these commis- 
sioners ought to have, cr in what way the amount 


| should be regulated. Something like that pro- 


| 


posed by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Ben- 
ton] would, I should think, be better than an 
arbitrary amount so large as $3,000. I think a 
still better course, if we could attain it, would be 
to give a certain sum now, and to regulate the sal- 
aries in California hereafter, according to the price 
of commodities there, because it to me that 
they will go down. ‘tise very difficult matter to 
ulate, and requires some consideration. 
— GWIN. These Indian tribes are gene- 
rally at the foot of, or near the Sierra Nevada, and 
I do not care how the population may be in 
California, and how ok all, there at least 
they will continue high. It y diffi- 
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7 t there. There isa large portion of the 
or which they have to travel, through 
— no carriage or wagon can go, and where 

must travel on pack mules. Provisions must 
a there. And I will say to the Senate that, 
. conn as prices come down, I shall be in favor 


cing salaries. I shall be always ready to 
laces the moment it can be done with 
fety to the public interest. At present, I am 
nfdent that you cannot get competent and able 
_ to perform, the duties which will be imposed 
= the Indian agents Mm California for less than 
43,000 and their traveling expenses. { : ; 
Mr. RUSK. I have no difficulty in voting this 
lary of $3,000, and no difficulty, in addition to 
1, if the law does not at present authorize it, in 
voviding for paying their mileage. It isa matter 
of vast Importance that the first irftercourse we 
have with the Indians in this new country, should 
bedone with an understanding of all their rights, 
wd with an understanding of their habits and 
iws, and therefore, it seems to me that the persons 
io be appointed should not be of the character of 
indian agents generally, but that men should be | 
wlected having knowledge and capacity to un- 
jerstand (which isa very difficult matter, and one | 
of vastimportance) the Mexican and Spanish legis- | 
tion and laws upon this subject. Their laws | 
genot readily accessible. I[t is a difficult matter to 
hunt them up; and I apprehend that it will be 
found also that the same regulations do not apply 
io all the tribes of Indians. Some are regarded as 
wandering tribes, and others as settled—the Pue- | 
blos fominstance, which have more rights than | 
others. Under all the circumstances, as this is the 
commencement of our intercourse with the In- | 
dians of that section of the country, it is a matter | 
of importance that all the promises and treaties 





which we make should be made with a full under- || 


standing of all the circumstances of the case, as it | 
will necessarily control our future policy in regard | 
to these Indians. For these reasons, and taking | 
into account the expense of living in California, I 
do not think $3,000 at all too much, 

Mr. BELL. | entertain a different view of this 
question from that contained in the proposition be- 
fore the Senate, or from that which other gentlemen 
seem to take, judging from what has fallen from 
them. I wish to ask the attention of the Senators 
from California to the views which I take on this 
subject, that they may see whether those views 
are not entitled to some consideration. My opin- 
ion is, that the agents are not the proper persons 
to form treaties with these Indian tribes. I think 
there is no sound policy in making a provision for 
that purpose, and in fixing a higher salary with 
that object. If the Indian character be in that 
country the same as we find it to be in other parts 
of the continent subject to our jurisdiction, the | 
agent would have very little control over the In- 
dans, if, having the power to make an arrange- 
ment with them, or enter into an agreement on the 
partof the Government, either to extend or cur- 
tail what they believe to be their rights in the ter- 
riory, Or in restricting the compensation for the 
relinquishment of their rights, we do not deal with 
a most liberal justice. If the Indians find they 
have not been well and liberally dealt with, the 
agents will not be likely to continue their con- 
trol over them; so that there is a tendency always 
acting upon the mind of an efficient officer of the 
Government to make them more large and liberal 
terms than they would otherwise do, in order to 
maintain their control, and to preserve a kindly 
diposition and an amicable temper on the part of 
the Indians towards the population and loeality in 
which they may be placed. Again, sir, after you 
have oo: appointed for the Indians tribes their 
different iocaities, and they are directed by the 
Executive to take up their several positions, the 
Executive cznnot appoint agents to have con- 
(rol over those matters—I care not how high 
may be the inducement— who will not be likely to 
form business irterests|, and have friends there, so 
that influences will be brought to bear that do not 
leave the agent precitely in that position of impar- 
tiality which is desirable in making a final arrange- 
ment with these Indians for the relinquishment of 
their claims, It seems to me that commissioners 
should notbe appointed at all, until, through a 
the Government has ascertained the true state of 
things, and the extent and nature of the claims 
of the Indians, and the foundation on which they 
rest. When the President shall bave been fully in- 





formed upon these points, [ think it will be found 
moat proper and discreet to appoint commissioners 
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to be disposed of. I will therefore move to lay it 
on the table at present, and it can be calied up 


who heve not been resident in the country, and | again at the close of the morning hour. 


who will make wise and judicious arrangements, | 
lnoking to the interests 
whole country rather than to private and local in- 
terests. It has been stated to me by the Senator 
from California [Mr. Fremowr] that there are 
50,000 Indians within the limits of that State, | 
many of whom have never been subject to the au- | 
thority of the Spanish Government, but are what | 
we should consider quite wild and savage on this | 
side of the Rocky Mountains. Now, when we 

shall have appointed agents who will obtain all the 

information they can, and present it tothe Pres- 

ident, it may then be thought advisable to have an 
early understanding by treaty with the Indians. | 
Out my point is, that [ think the agents are not the | 
proper persons to treat. They are the proper per- | 
sons to gain the confidence of the Indians, and ob- | 
tain all the information within their reach, and | 
present it to the Executive, and then if the Presi- | 
dent thinks it expedient and proper to authorize 
the agents to treat with the Indians, he can do it; 


As to the proposition to increase the salary: 
$3,000 may be a smal! salary in that country, con- 
sidering the state of things there, bat it strikes me 
that it is unnecessarily high. I cannot suppose | 
that prices there will continue for more than a year 
or two as high as they now are. They will find | 


| their level, and come down to a reasonable stand- | 


ard, and will form some relation to prices here, | 
when our intercourse with California shall be | 
more regular and speedy; though: I have no doubt | 
that for some time to come they will be higher | 
than they are on this side of the continent. 


Senator from Missouri high enough. If these | 


the Indians and of the | 
| be engaged in. 


’ 
; 


| 
| 
| 


j 
; 
| 


i? 
or he can appoint commissioners for that pur- i 
‘ 


| sation, 


| 


Mr. BELL. 


I think it had better be disposed 
of now. 


It is as importantas any business we can 


The motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

Mr. BELL. I wish to say, in reply to the re- 
mark of the Senatos from California in reference 
to the traveling expenses of going there, that some- 
times the Government does send these agents from 
a distance, but it never pays their traveling expens- 
es. But, if they should be sent from this country 


| to California, 1 think their traveling expenses 
| should be paid, in addition to their salary. Ast 


there being in California gentlemen competent t> 
perform these duties, [do not doubt. There are 
doubtless there many gentlemen of ability, talent, 
and intelligence, willing to accept of the office for 
an adequate compensation; but I doubt very mach 
whether it is our true policy to appoint gentlemen 
who are there, and who have interests in the 
country, even as Indian agents. However, of that 
the Executive ia to judge. [| have not myself any 
decided opinion om the subject. I do pot doubt 
the statement of my friend from California as to 
the expense of living where the Indians now are 
located; and if the agents should be required to 
settle there and to furnish their own subsistence, ! 
presume that $3,000 would not be a large compen- 
I doubt much whether you would find 
any man of the proper ability, in California or 
anywhere else, who would locate himself at the 
head of one of those gorges, ravines, or guiches— 
I do not know what they are called technically— 
and confine himself there thronghout all seasons of 


| the year; or, if he did, $3,000 would be a moder- 


With || ate compensation. 
these views, I think the salary suggested by the || 


Even if he was limited to a 
residence among the Indians of six months, | doubt 
if there isa man in California who would do it, 


agents are made commissioners to treat with the || wnless he could reside on the plains, and in the 


Indians, and their experience and ability shall de- | 


mand a higher salary, we can award it to them ate|| inhabitants. 


a proper time. I doubt whether any commission- | 


neighborhood of ether the Spanish or American 
1 do not object to the $3,000; and T 
have thrown out these remarks, afver the etate- 


ers will be appointed until full information is ob- || ment of the Senator from California, in order to 


tained. As to compensation for expenditures 
or the cost of provisions, the Government bears 
that now without any regulation of law. I be- | 


lieve twenty cents a mile is the usual rate allowed || 


for traveling expenses; but it is entirely discretion- | 


show that I take a different view of the policy to 
be rursued. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment as amended was also 
| agreed to, 


ary with the department. 1 believe that under the || The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
present regulation their expenses in going there || amendment was concurred in, and the bill was or- 
would not be paid; and it might be well enough to || dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


stipulate, that if the salary is reduced below $3,000, || 
those expenses of going out there shall be paid || 


their travel may be as little as possible. 


they will travel too much. 
salary, and no more; and for the present I think 
the salary should not be less than I have sug- 
gested. Did I understand the Senator from Ten- 


Government, at their agencies ? 





Mr. BELL. No, sir; 1 said no such thing; but 
I said that certain expenses attending their duties 
were paid. For example, if they are made com- 
missioners to treat with the Indians, the commis- 
sioners are paid the expenses of traveling to and 


anything but their salaries, except the necessary 
expenses attending disbursements, the distribution 
of presents, &c. 


Mr. GWIN. Lean say to the Senator that in the || 
region of country where the Indian agents will be || 


compelled to reside no man can live for less than 
$3,000. As to the expenses of transporting the 
agents, | am opposed to that, because I want them 
appointed in the country. I donot want any pro- 
vision for the sending out of agents. There are 


plenty of competent men in the country to fill the |) | 
offices; but I feel confident, and I speak from my | tion of Mr B 
knowledge of the country, that you cannot get | Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 


competent men to fill the agencies for less than 
$3,000 and mileage. Any fair and proper com- 
pensation for extra services it is competent for the 


department to provide for, but I wish the salary to | 


be fixed. 
Mr. HALE. This matter is taking up the 
whole of the morning hour, and is not likely soon 


' 
| 
i 
i 
| 


nessee to say that these agents are to be fed by the || 


SLAVE TRADE IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
The Senate, on motion by Mr. CLAY, pro- 


ree. GWIN. In the first place, I think these | ceeded to the consideration of the bill to suppress 
. . ’ 

agents ought to be located in the country, so that |! 
I atin |) 
against paying mileage to agents or officers of the || 
Government; because if the mileage is too small || 
they will not travel enengh, and if it is too large || 
L want to pay a fair | 


the slave trade in the District of Columbia; and, 

after.a long discussion, (a reportof which willbe 

found in the Appendix,) the bill was ordered toa 

third reading, in the shape in which it was origi- 

nally reported by the Committee of Thirteen. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mowpar, September 16, 1850. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
ARMY APPROPRIATIONS. 


| Mr. BAYLY asked and obtained the unanimous 


|| consent of the House to enable him to report from 


the Committee of Ways and Means, the bill 


|| making apprepriations for the support of the army 


from the place of treaty. The agents are not paid || for the year ending 30th June, 1851. 


The bill was twice read, and, on motion of Mr. 
B.,, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

. SPECIAL ORDERS. 
| Mr. B. also asked and obtained leave to move 
| that the pill to provide for the payment of the 

Mexican indemnity, and the appropriation bills for 

the support of the navy and army, be made the 
| special order for to-day, and from day to day until 
|, disposed of. 
And the question being on agreeing to the mo- 


i} 


Will thie mo- 





tion, if agreed to, interfere at all with the call of 

|| the committees for reports? 

TheSPEAKER. it will not. Thespecial orders 

will only apply rf the House resolve itself into Com- 

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The question was taken, and decided in the af- 

firmative. 
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So the motion of Mr. Barty to make the bills 
designated the special orders for to-day and until 
disrosed of, wan agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve 
itwelf into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 1 hope the 
gentleman from Virginia will not insist upon that 
motion, bat that we may go ‘on with the regular 
order of business to-day—the call of committees, 
and the disposing of the business on the Speaker’s 
table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, that 
the regular order for to-day would not be the call 
of the committees. 

Mr. THOMPSON. TI hope, then, that it will 
be the sense of the House to take up that business, 
and for that puroose I now move that we proceed 
to the call of the committees. 

The SPEAKER said, the motion of the gentle- 
man from Virginia was in order, and propounded 
the question upon agreeing thereto. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative 

So the House refused to resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WILLIAMS addressed the Speaker, and 
was recognized. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 
motion pending ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman could not 
make the motion while the motion of the gentle- 
man from Virginia to suspend the rules was 
pending. ' 

THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked leave to offer the fol- 

lowing resolution: 


Resoloet’, That the bills and joint resolutions reported 
fron the Committee on the District of Columbia, and hav- 
ing epecial relation to the interests of the District, be made 
the special order of the day for Friday next, and that they 
be taken up in the order in which they stand on the cal- 
endar. 


Objection being made-— 

Mr. FOWLER moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable the gentleman from Tennessee to offer 
the resolution. 

Mr. JONES. I wish to make an inquiry of 
my colleague. Does he know whether the cor- 
poration of Washington have got the $5 tax 
they have undertaken to collect of our Sergeant- 
at-Arme yet? , 

The SPEAKER called the House to order, and 
stated that no debate was in order. 

The question, Shall the rules be suspended ? was 
taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the resolution was not received. 

HALF PAY OF VIRGINIA OFFICERS. 

Mr. HALL asked leave to introduce the bill of 
which he had given notice on Saturday last, in re- 
lation to the claim of Virginia officers for half pay. 

Mr. PARKER objected. 

Mr. HALL moved to suspend the rules to en- 
able him to introduce the bill. 

The SPEAKER ecailed the House to order, and 
requested gentlemen to suspend conversation. 

The question being, Shall the rules be sus- 
pended ? 

Mesers. HALL and RICHARDSON demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I wish to inquire of 
the gentleman who introduced that bill what is its 
object ? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I wish the bill read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
seuri moves to susperd the rules to enable hint to 
ask leave to introduce the following bill: 

An Act in relation to the claim of Virginia officers for half 





Is not my 


pay. 

Be it enacted, Fo. Fe., That the proper officers of this 
Government, in adjudicating claims for half pay of the offi- 
eere of the State of Virginia under the third section of the 
actentitied “An act to provide for liquidating and paying 
certain claima of the State of Virginia,” approved the 5th 
of July, 1432, shall in no case allow commutation or com- 
mutation and interest in lieu of half pay.”’ 


The question, “ Shall the rules be suspended ?” 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 123, nays 52; as follow: 

YEAS—Mesers. Albertson, Allen, Andrews, Ashe, Ray, 
Bingham, B Booth, Bowdon, Rowlin, Boyd, 
Albert @. Brammer itiam J. Brown, Burt, Thomas B. But- 


ler, Joseph Cable, maa Gatter . pee. 2 os 


well, Calvin, Campbell .R. 
W, Codb, Colcoek, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Dim- 


eet 
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mick, Disney, Doty, Dancan, Danham, Durkee, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Freediey, Fuller, Gilbert Gott, Hall, 
Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson w. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Henry, Hibbard, Hoogland, 
Howe, Habbard, Hunter, Inge, Joseph W. Jacksem, An- 
drew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, James G. 
King, John A. King. Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Levin, 
Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, McDonald, McLana- 
han, Finis E. McLean, MeWillie, Meacham, Miller, Mor- 
ria, Morse, Nelson, Otis, Peasive, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, 
Putnam. Reed, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Robinson, 
Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, 
Schermerhorn, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Strong, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson,.James Thompson, John B 
Thompson, Thurman. Tuck, Underhill, Walden, Waldo, 
Watkins, Wellborn, White, Whittiesey, Wildrick, Wil- 
liams, Wood, Wright, and Young—123. i 
NAYS—Meesrs. Alexander, Anderson, Ashmun, Averett, 
Bayly, Beale, Bennett, Bokee, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, 
E. C. Cabell, Chandter, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Edmund- 
son, Eliot. Nathan Evans, Fowler, Gentry, Gould, Haymond, 
Hebard, Hilliard, Holmes, Howard. George G. King, Matte- 
son, McDowell, McGaughey, McKissock, McMullen, Me- 
Queen, Millson, Moore, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, 
Powell, Schenck, Schoonleraft, Seddon, Spaulding, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Vinton, and Wallace—52. 


So, two thirds voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were suspended. 

The question then recurred, ‘* Shall the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Haut] have leave to in- 
troduce the bill? ”’ 

Mr. BAYLY. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The rules of the House have 
been suspended for the purpose of enabling the 
motion to be put. 

The question was then taken, and leave was 
granted for the introduction of the bill. 

Whereupon, the bill was read a first time by its 
title, as ‘* A bill in relation to the claims of Vir- 
ginia officers for half pay.’’ 

Mr. BAYLY. Before I conclude the few re- 
marks which I propose to make, it is my intention 
to move that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. HALL, (to the Speaker.) Is the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Bayxy] entitled to the floor? 

The SPEAKER. If objection is made to the 
«introduction of the bill, the question must then be 
put to the House, ‘* Shall this bill be rejected ?’’ 


Mr. HALL. I believe I have the right to the 
floor. 
Mr. BAYLY. I desire the question to be taken 


on the rejection of the bill. And I ask the atten- 
tion of the House for a few moments to one single 
point. There is a controversy between a portion 
of the citizens of the State of Virginia and this 
Government, as to a particular class of cases. This 
Government, by its own law, made one of its own 
officers the arbitrater—the judge in the case. Well, 
now, when this judge of your own selection—one 
of your own officers—has decided the case against 
you, you come in here and ask that the decision 
and the payment of the claim may be arrested. Is 
there any court in which such a proceeding would 
be tolerated ? Suppose a man refers a matter in 
which he is interested to an arbitrator—that there 
is no charge of fraud on the arbitrator—no charge 
of misconduct—what court would tolerate that 
one of the parties litigant should repudiate the de- 
cision of its own officer ? This matter has been 
discussed ably in the report of the minority of the 
committee, and the arbitrator of the Government 
has been decided to be right. But euppose he was 
wrong. There is the claimant who is your antag- 
onist in this litigation, and he is entitled to the 
benefit of the decision. 1 move that this bill be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. HALL. I ask the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr Bayxy] to withdraw the motion, to en- 
able me to make a very few remarks. 

Mr. BAYLY did not withdraw. 

Mr. HALL, (to the Speaker.) Is the motion 
of the gentleman to lay the bill upon the table in 
order at this time? ‘ 

The SPEAKER. It is expressly provided by 
one of the rules of the House, that if objection is 
made to the bill, the question must be put, “ Shall 
this bill be rejected ?”’ and the Speaker has hereto- 
fore decided that the motion to lay on the table is 
not in order until the question on the rejection of 
the bill shall have been disposed of. 

Mr. HALL said, that the question, whether the 
accounting officers of the Treasury had decided 
properly or ee in allowing the Barron 
claim, was not touched by this bill. ‘The only ob- 
ject of the bill was to place the necessary safeguards 
round the Treasury hereafter, Since the year 
1833, whenever applications had been made to this 
House for the payment of the claims for half pay 


from the State of Virginia, unfavorable re 
been uniformly made from the committee to abe 
they were referred. It had been always des; 
by the committee that it would be impro vaste 
low these claims. At the close of the came al 
1848, an Repraeneaien of $81,000 had been ir.” 
duced in the general appropriation bill, and av 
this provision the accounting officers of the T.. * 
ury did allow a great mass of these claims. to 
his opinion that this amendment to the appro: hry 
tion bill could never have received the sanet re 
the House had there been time to give it aa . 
eee: In it ey which always prevails 
at the closing of the session, it w 
ihn “ aoe ’ ae emugeled 
r. BA begged toexplain. He desi 
say to the House, that so far from this Geta _ 
tion of $81,000 having passed unadvisedly ithed 
beem before the Committee of Ways and Means‘ 
several years, and had received the favoralyle eo ; 
sideration of that committee. General McKay — 
himself in favor of the appropriation. He coala 
say, from his own personal knowledge, tha: the 
amendment was examined, and was well under. 
stood by the House; and he would refer to the vey. 
tleman from Missouri himself, whether he was 
not correct in this matter. 

Mr. HALL resumed. [t was not the question 
whether the general appropriation bill ought to 
have contained a provision for the claims of the 
Virginia officers for half pay. But the question ig 
whether the accounting officers of the Treasury 
shall be allowed to settle these claims under a con. 
struction of that provision, which may lef to the 
payment of three or four millions out of the Treas. 
ury on account of these claims. That is the true 
question before the House. Had the House be. 
lieved that by the adoption of the provision appro. 
priating this $81,000 for the settlement of the Vir. 
ginia claims, there would have been paymenis to 
the amount of. three or four millions, that appro- 
priation would not have been inserted. 

Mr. MILLSON asked on what authority the 
gentleman from Missouri made the assertion that 
three or four millions would be withdrawn from 
the Treasury for the settlement of these claims? 

Mr. HALL replied, that whether he was pre- 
cisely accurate or not, in his estimate of the 
amount, the principle would be the same. He de- 
sired to call the attention of the House to a single 
fact. The original amount of the claim of the late 
Commodore Barron was only $1,700, but before it 
was settled, by the addition of interest, it had been 
swelled up to $32,000. Now, if all the other claims 
of officers of the Virginia line were to be settled on 
the same principle,the total amount to be withdrawn 
from the Treasury would amount to three or four 
millions. He desired to repeat that this bill did 
not, in any degree, impeach the conduct of the ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury, in allowing claims 
heretofore, but was only intended to throw neces- 
sary safeguards around the Treasury hereafter. 

He would now move the previous question. 

The question, “ Is therea second to the demand 
for the previous question ?”’ was then taken, and 
decided in the affirmative, without a division. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken, which main question was, Shall this bill 
be rejected ?”’ : 

And the question being taken, the House deci- 
ded that the bill should not be rejected. ; 

The bill was then read a second time by its title. 

The question then was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

r. HALL demanded the previous question. 

Mr. CROWELL desired shat the bill might be 
read. 

The bill was accordingly read. 
Mr. MILLSON, a the Speaker.) I¢ it in order 
to move to refer the bill? 

The SPEAKER. Order must be restored. No 
motion will be entertained, and no question will be 
taken until order is restored. 

A considerable pause followed. 

Mr. TAYLOR was understood to inquire of the 
Speaker, whether it was in order to move that the 
act to which the bill referred might be read? ; 

The SPEAKER said it could be read by unant- 
mous consent. : 

The question then recurred on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
McQueen and Duncan were appointed. 
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And the question, “Is there a second to the de- 
nd for the previous question ?”’ was taken, and 
red in the affirmative—ayes 90, noes 50. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that the bill be referred 
w the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Oe SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 

or the previous question has been seconded. 

question is, “ Shall the main question be now 
” . 
ft question was taken, and the House decided 
fat the main uestion should now be taken. 

mr. BAYLY. I move that the bill be referred 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Vee SPEAKER. That motion is. not in order 
sher the main uestion has been ordered. 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 move that the bill be laid wpon 
ie table, and upon that motion I ask the yeas and 


ys. 

Tne yeasand nays were ordered. 

And the question, ‘* Shall the bill be laid upon 
ihe table 2”? was taken, and resulted—yeas 52, 
mys 137; a8 follow: _ 

yeAs—Meesrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, Averett, 
paker, Bayly, Beale, Bowdon, Breck, Brooks, E. C. Cabell, 
faivin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Deberry, Dick- 
w, Dixon, Duncan, Edmundson, Eliot, Gentry, Grinnell, 
famond, Hebard, Hilliard, Holladay, James L. Johnson, 

Ribert W. Johnson, Kerr, McDowell, McGaughey, Mc Mul- 
jn, MeWillie, Milison, Moore, Morton, Ogle, Orr, Outlaw, 
pyker, Powell, Schenck, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus 
sevens, Yaderbill, Vinton, and White—s2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Andrews, 
Ashe, Bay, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, Briggs, Albert 
¢. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Burt, Ches- 
ter Butler, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. 
Cild ell, Campbell, Cartter, Cleveland, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Colcork, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, 
Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, 
Frediey, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, Green, Hall, 
Hamilton, Hampton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, 
Sunoson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Henry, Hibbard, 
Howe, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, William T. 
jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, James G. King, 
Joon A. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, 
MeClernand, McDonald, McLanahan, Finis E. MeLean, 
McQueen, McWillie, Meacham, Miller, Morris, Nelson, 
Otis, Peaslee, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Rich- 
ardson, Risley, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Rose, Ross, Rum- 
sey, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schermerhoru, Schoolcraft, 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Stetson, Taylor, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, Tuck, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Wellborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, 
Wood, Wright, and Young—137. 

So the House decided that the bill should not be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. TAYLOR rose to move a reconsideration 
of a vote, (not heatd by the Reporter,) but sup- 
posed to be the vote just taken. But on a decision 
by the Speaksr that the question was not debata- 
ble— 

Mr, T. withdrew the motion to reconsider. 

The question then recurred on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
read a third time by its title— 

And the question being, “ Shall this bill pass?” 

Mr. HALL called the previous question. 

There was a second, and the main question was 

q 

ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill had been ordered to a third 
reading. 

Mr. HALL. Did the gentleman vote in the af- 
firmative ? 

The SPEAKER. There was no division; any 
member therefore can make the motion. 

Mr. JONES, 1 rise to a question of order 

The House has seconded the demand for the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the bill. The 
main question has been ordered to be taken. Now, 
I submit whether we can go back and reconsider 
the vote by which the bill had been ordered to be 
engrossed, thus setting aside the question on the 
passage of the bill. - 
_ The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider is 
in order. If the House should reconsider, the 
question will again be on ordering the bill to a 
third reading. , 

_ Mr. BAYLY. I believe the motion to recon- 
sider is debatable. 

TheSPEAKER. The motion is not debatable. 

Mr. BAYLY. I desire very much to be heard 
for a few moments. 


we SPEAKER. The question is not deba- 
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Mr. JONES. I appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, that the motion to reconsider is in order. 

Mr. BAYLY. As the motion to reconsider is 
not debatable, | withdraw the motion. 

The question then recurred on the passage of 


the bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON renewed the motion to 
reconsider, and moved to lay that motion on the 
table; but at the appeal of several gentilemen— 

He withdrew the motion. 

Mr. MARSHALL called for the reading of | 
the bill. It was again read. | 

The question, Shall the bill pass? was taken | 
and decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. ‘ 

Mr. HALL moved to reconsider the vote, and | 
to lay that motion on the table; which latter | 
motion was agreed to. | 

| 


The SPEAKER. The titleof the bill—— 
Mr. BAYLY addressed the Speaker, and was 
recognized. 

He inguired if the motion upon agreeing to the 
title was debatable? 
The SPEAKER. 
the motion is debatable. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 
order. 
exhausted, and therefore debate is not in order. 
The SPEAKER. The previous question is ex- | 


hausted. The Chair, however, would state to the 


1 rise to a question ae | 


The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Barty.) The Chair 
would state to the gentleman from Virginia that 
his remarks are taking too wide a range. The gen- 
tleman must confine himeelf to the propriety of the 
title; and the mefits of the bill are not open to dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. BAYLY resumed the floor. ! desire (said 
he) to read what was the opinion of John C, Spen- 
cer. 

He commenced to read from the said opinion. } 
r. GREEN again interposed and renewed hia 
call to order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must insist upon 
the gentleman’s confining his remarks strictly vo 
the merits of the title. If the precedent is eatab- 
lished of allowing a general debate upon agreeing 
to the title of the bill, it will very greatly retard 
the business of the House. 

Mr. BAYLY feauming) said he wanted to 
show, and he was going on, as he considered, to 
show that these were vested rights. Hle must do 





|| that before he could show that this bill could divest 


them. He would show that ths bil! did this and 


Ifan amendment is moved || jt ouzht to have its proper character stamped upon 


its face. 
The SPEAKER again stated that the gentleman 


1 submit that the previous question is not | from Virginia was taking too widea range of debate. 


| Mr. BAYLY. Here is a case where the vested 
| rights of a large number of citizens of this Repub- 


1 is ; 
| lic are concerned. The House have received a 


gentleman from Virginia, that the range of debate || bill, sustained the previous question, and acted 


is very limited. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move to amend the title by | 
making it ‘a bill to deprive the citizens of Virginia 
of their vested rights,” 

And (said Mr. B.) | want to show that that is 
the character of the bill, and hence that that ought 
to be its title. 

Mr. BURT. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina will suspend until order is restored. 

A pause ensued. 


|| Mr. BAYLY. 


|} upon the bill without referring it to a committee; 


| and it was to be rushed through in one day. 

| Mr. GREEN. That is out of order. 

I see | cannot get on with my 
| remarks in the way | wish. As much asl feel 


|| outraged by the action which has been taken, | sha!) 


|| not undertake to indulge the expression of the 


| 
| 


i} 


| 


Mr. BURT. My point of order is, that the | 
proposed amendment of the gentleman from Vir- | 


ginia is not germane to the bill, and is not in order. 
The SPEAKER. 
amendment out of order. 


Mr. BAYLY resumed the floor. 


At the suggestion (said he) of my friend from | 
Mr 


Kentucky, [Mr. Borp,} 1 propose to modify my | 
tucky,’’ as he says the rights of some of his con- 
atituents are also involved. 

In 1832, (continued Mr. B.,) the Congress of 


the United States passed an act recognizing the || 


obligation of this Government to liquidate certain 
claims of the citizens of Virginia. By that act, 


the Secretary of the Treasury was made the judge | 
between this Government and the citizens of Vir- | 


i} 
1} 
| 


ginia. Subsequent acts of Congress transferred 
that duty to the Secretary of the Interior. 
is a case in which we recognized the claims, and 
constituted a tribunal for their adjudication. The 
Supreme Court of the United States have decided, 
over and over again, that where a law of Congress 
makes the accounting officers of the Treasury a 


The Chair cannot rule the 


| 
} 
| 
} 


Here | 





| 


tribunal to adjust the claims of citizens against the | 


Government, the rights of the claimants become 


vested, and the Government is absolutely bound | 


by the decisions of the tribunals which they have 


conatituted. More than this: in 1823, a question | 


arose, in which Mr. Wirt gave an opinion to the || 
Mr. Wirt decided that the right | 
vested, and there was no power in the Government, | 
in all-its departments, to divest thoserights. Again: | 


same effect. 


| feelings which pervade my breast. | withdraw 
| the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The title of the bill then 
| stands, if no objection is made. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. BURT. I desire to know if the action of 
| the House on this bill is not complete? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 


THE COMMISSARIAT OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. BURT. Then I ask the unanimous con- 
| sent that the Committee of the Whole on the state 


amepdment by inserting, “and the citizens of Ken- || of the Union be discharged from the further con- 


| sideration of the Senate bill 126, being a bill to in- 


|| Crease the commiasariat in the army of the United 


| States. 
] desire (said he) that the committee should be 
| discharged from the further consideration of this 
| bill, that it may take its place on the Speaker's 
table. 

Ido not ask action upon it now. 
motion. 

No objection being made— 
| The motion was entertained, and the question 
| being taken it was agreed to. 
| The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union was accordingly discharged, and the bill 
| took its place on the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. CROWELL asked and obtained leave to 
offer the following resolution; which was agreed 
| to, viz: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts are hereby 
| instrueted to allow for the payment of the extra copies of 
| the Digest of Patents, from 1790 to 1847, required by the 
Commissioner of Patents to enable him to comply with the 
resolution of the House of May 9, 1850. 

Mr. GOTT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which that resolution was passed, and to lay that 


I make that 


in 1842, there was a case where one of the Comp- || motion.on the table; which latter motion was 


trollers decided a cluim against this Government, || 
and an attempt was made to prevail on Mr. JohnC. | 


Spencer to reverse the decision of the accounting 
officers. He said he had not the power to do its 


and he went further, and said that all the depart- | 


ments of the Government had not that power. 
His language, used in a circular, was 

Mr. GREEN. 
My point of order is, that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is not confining himself to the merits of the 
proposition he has made. He ought to confine 
his remarks to the showing the propriety of the 
proposed change, to the showing that this bill does 
divest vested rights; instead of which, he is under- 
taking to show that this Government has not the 





I rise to a question of order. | 


reed to. 

Mr. GILBERT asked and obtained the unani- 
|| mous consent to offer the following joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of California; which, on hia 
motion, were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed, viz: 

A joint resolution in relation to a National road 
from the Pacific ocean to the Mississippi river; 

A joint resolution in favor of grants of land to 
the commanding officers whu served in the late war 
|, with Mexico; and 
|| Anda joint resolution for an appropriation of 
|| certain moneys for the establishment of marine 
|, hospitals at the port of San Francisco. 

Mr. GILBERT also, by unanimous consent 


power to divest vested rights. The two questions || gave notice that he would to-morrow, or some sul 


are entirely different. 
order. 


call the gentleman to we day, ask leave to introduce bills of the 
| fol 


wing utles: 
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ceriain moneys into the treasury of the State 
California, which were collected in the ports 


esid Stave as a revenue upon imports, since the | 
peace between the 


ratification of the treaty of 
United States and the Republic of Mexico, and 


prior to the admission of said State into the 


Union. 


ak bill to authorize and direct the payment 4 
of | 


the public printing has been taken, your committee state 
that all that the contractor gets for the first volume of the 
President’s message and accompanying docaments, contain- 
ing 850 pages, is 293 cents without the hinding; and for the 
report on the finances, a volume of 995 pages, he receives 
936} cents. From the best infgrmation in the power of the 
committee, this is not half the cost of the paper, composi- 
tion, and press work. The compensation for nearly-all the 
extra yvolames ordered, is in the same ratio. . 

The evidence as to the second proposition, that is: that 


Also, a bill to establish certain light-houses, | the contractor will not be able to execute his contract for 


fog signals, beacons, and buoys, on the coast of 
the Siate of California, and for the survey of the 


coast and harbors of eaid State. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Ilinois, asked the unanimous 


consent to introduce a resolution, to which (he | 


said) he was sure no member would object. 
The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: = 


Resolvet, That Brevet Brigadier General Bennett Riley, 
be adipitred to a seat within the HaiLof this House. 


Mr. ASHE objected. 


Mr. HARRIS moved to suspend the rules to | 


enable him to offer the resolution. 
the House would adopt the resolution. 
to a gallant officer who had served his country in 
the army of the United States for forty years. 


He trusted 


Mr. BURT. As this is a very unprecedented | 


motion, | demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. HARRIS withdrew his motion. 


Mr. BAYLY moved to suspend the rales, and 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, appealed to the 
gentieman to withdraw themotion, in order to en- 
able him to ask leave to withdraw certain papers 
from the filea of the House. 

Mr. BAYLY withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HARRIS asked and obtained the unani- 


mous consent to withdraw the papers in the case || 
of H. L. Thistle from the files of the House, to || 


be presented at one of the departments. 
Mr. DUNHAM asked, and obtained leave to 


withdraw from the files of the House the papers || excess, if any there be, to the said Thomas Ritchie and 


in the case of Mary Renner. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that | 


It related | 


| 
{| 
' 
if 


| 





| 

| 
1 
1] 


| 
| 





the House proceed to call the committees for re- | 


ports; and (said he) I hope, after that business is 


ness on the Speaker's table. Let us go to work. 
Mr. FOWLER appealed to the gentleman to 
ive way to allow him to offer a resolution. 
Mr. THOMPSON said he would be glad to ac- 
commodate the gentleman, Gut if he yielded to 


one, he should have to yield to others, for he was | 


appealed to by gentlemen all around the House. 
He must, therefore, insist upon his motion. 

The motion was put, and agreed to. 

So the House determined to proceed to the call 
of the committees for reports. 


THE PRINTING OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. McWILLIE, from the Joint Committee | 


on Printing, to which was referred the memorial 
of William M, Belt, contractor for certain classes 
of the public printing under the joint resolution of 
the 3¢ of August, 1846, asking to be relieved from 
the execution of said contract, made a report 
thereon. 


I 


printing, is to be found in the notice which he has given the 
House, that he will not be able to go on with the work, at 
the present rates of compensation, and in the ruinous char- 
acter of the contract, whieh but few private fortunes could 
bear. Io this state of the facts, in relation to the public 
printing, it has become necessary that some new arrange- 
ment should be made, for even if the present contractor 
was to continue to struggle on with the printing, that which 


| is already ordered would not be executed before the next 
| session of Congress. Your ‘committee, therefore, with a 


view to the ends of justice, and that the public printing may 


|| be exeeuted, would recommend the adoption of the accom- 
| panying joint resolution. 


WILLIAM McWILLIE, 
Ohairman of the Committee on Printing. 
A Joint Resolution in relation to the Public Printing. 
Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Coneress assembled, That 


|| William M. Belt, contractor for certain classes of the pub- 


lie printing, be released from his contract under the provis- 
ions of the joint resolution of August 3d. 1846, for the print- 
ing for the Thirty-first Congress ; and that he be paid at the 
rate of forty-five per cent. reduction an the prices of print- 


| ing under the joint reselations of March 3, 1819, for all 


the work which has been delivered. 


Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That Thomas Ritehie || 


and Messrs. Gales & Seaton be appointed by the two Houses 
to execute the printing contracted for by the said William 
M. Belt, for the remainder of the Thirty-first Congreas, at the 
price of thirty-five per cent. reduction for short numbers, and 
forty five per ceut. reduction for numbers above five thou- 
sand, on the prices of printing fixed by the joint resolutions 
of the 3d March, 1819; and that the said Thomas Ritchie 
and Measrs. Gales & Seaton be required to give bond with 
good and sufficient sureties, to be approved of by the Secre- 
tary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives, for the prompt and proper execution of the printing 
contracted for by said William M. Belt, at the rates afore- 
said ; and in case any inconvenient delay should be at any 
time experienced by either House in the d livery of its 
work, the said Secretary and Clerk, respectively, shall be 


| authorized to employ one or more printers to execute any 


portion of the work of the Senate or House, and charge the 


Messrs. Gales & Seaton. 
Seo. 3. Ant be it further resolved, That all laws, and parts 
of laws now in force, notin conformity with the provisions 


| of this joint resolution, be, and the same are hereby repealed, 
disposed of, the House will proceed to the busi- || 


} 
} 


| 





i} 


i! 


| 


| and economical execution of the public 


The joint resolutions having been twice read, 


‘| and 


The question being on ordering them to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, ~ j 

Mr. WcWILLIE said: Mr. Speaker, the Com- 
mittee on Printing, in submitting the report and 
resolutions which have been just read at the 
Clerk’s desk, have endeavored to confine them- 
selves to the simple object of obtaining a prompt 
printing; 
and the resolutions submitted, the committee be- 
lieve, will accomplish this object. The committee 
are satisfied that the present contractor will not be 
able to execute the work now ordered before the 
next session of Congress. There have been ordered 
by this Congress, of extra numbers, which are to 
be bound, 341,000 volumes. Of these, 188,450 
have been printed, and are now in the hands of 


| the binders, or have been delivered to members for 


| 
iI 


distribution. This leaves 152,550 volumes yet to 


The SPEAKER. What disposition of the sub- || be printed, which will require several months for 


ject does the gentleman propose ? 

Mr. McWILLIE. There are certain resolu- 
tione appended to the report, which 1 ask the 
House te.act upon, 

Mr. ASHMUN, Does not the call of the com- 


mitiees commence at the Committee of Ways and | 


Means, where the call left off? 


The SPEAKER. - The Committee on Printing | 


This | There has already been more printing done than 


have the privilege to report at any time. 
report would have been in order without a motion 
to proceed to the call of the committees, 

The report of Mr. McWirtre was read: 


The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred the 
memorial of William M_ Belt, contractor for certain classes 


i 
ii* 


| 


|| satisfactory to Congress. 


1} 


of the public printing, under the joint act of the two Houses | 


of Congress, p the 3d of August, 1846, report, That they 
have had the same under consideration, and are eatisfied 
that the contract is one of great loss to the contractor; and 
further, that without some modification of the contract, that 


| 


its execution, and makes it apparent, that if no new 
system is adopted, the printing for the next ses- 
sion of Congress cannot and will not be executed 
by the present contractors, in a time that will be 
There has been great 
complaint made against the present contractors for 
not having executed the work ordered by .Con- 
gress; bul the objection is but apparent, and not real, 


has usually been ordered by previous Congresses. 
Heretofore, the President’s message and accom- 
panying documents have made but one moderate 
sized volume. This session they make three large 
volumes. Also, the California message and ac- 
companying documents, which could not have been 
anticipated, make a volume of 952 pages. The 
present contractors have printed daily at the rate 
of 1,000 volumes, of over 700 pages each, counting 


ic witt wot be in the power of the contractor to continue to || from the Ist of January to the Ist of Septem ver, 


execute his contract for the present Congress. Your com- 
mittee has not the it necessary or proper to go beyond 
the ascertainment of the: e facts, ore meet the ob- 
feet of the mm , and the of Congress in 


ti 
i] 
i! 


| 


at the rate of nan working days to each 
month. This would not indicate laches on \he 
part of the contractor for the public printing. Ove 


retation te the publi¢ printing. Your committee has also | thousand volumes per day is great dispatch. 


confined its toquirtes to these points, from the fact that a 
omaha committee has been raived by the +» intrusted 
with the ge subject of the publi printing. 

As evidence of the ruinous rate to the contractor, at which 


Mr. 
derstood 


posed adds 


» | wish this matter to be fully un- 
the House, because the ¢ pro- 
largely tothe price to be paid for the pub- 


| 
| 








lie nt t “i 
volume of the President’s 
nying documents, a volume of 850 
thirty cents per volume. The 
about seventy-six cents per volume. The 
ent price for printing the report on the finan.” 
about thirty-six cents per volume; the elena 
posed is about eighty-seven cents per volun.” 
996 pages. [Here Mr. McW. held up and osm 
ited to the House the volumes to which he refer - 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I submit to the House if; “ 
possible for the work to be executed at the Se 
contract prices. These prices wiil not ae 
any more than pay for the paper on which 2 
printing isdone. Inthis view of the matier, the ¢o, : 
mittee have recommended a rate of compensatin, 
much under the prices heretofore paid. The a 
est prices ever heretofore paid were twent =“ 
cent: reduction on the prices of 1819, (unless fos 
the Thirtieth Congress.) The committee = 
recommend a reduction of forty-five per cen; = 
the prices of 1819. And one of two things Pg 
tain: either that this is a low price, or. the prices 
heretofore paid have been most extravegantly high 
as this is forty-five per cent. less thun has bee, 
usually paid, and twenty-five per cent. less than 
was ever heretofore paid, unless for the last Cop. 
ss. : 

Mr. Speaker, the committee have looked to thig 
as a practical question as to how the printing can 
be done promptly, and at a reasonable rate of com. 
pensation; and they areunable to make any sug. 
gestion better than the resolutions now under cop. 
sideration. No member of the committ& of this 
House is a practical printer, and consequently | 
have had to rely on the calculations of others in 
part, as to the present and proposed prices. The 
first resolution proposes to discharge William M, 
Belt from his contract, and to allow hima com. 
pensation atthe rate of 45 percent. on the prices 
of 1819; which they believe will afford but little if 
one 

r. Speaker, it would not be worthy of this 
Government, were it to take the work ofa citizen 
at less than half its cost or value. As an indi- 
vidual, I would not do it; consequently, as a mem- 
ber of this House, I cannot vote to do it. Strict 
justice (in one sense) might say, hold the memo- 
rialist to his contract; but true justice should be 
tempered with mercy, and the laborer should be 
paid the value of the labor dofie. Much has been 
said about the neglect and delay of the public 
printing, but that no improper delay has occurred 


_will be apparent by the statement of the work 


which has been done, which is as follows: 


Printed for the House. 
No. copies. No. pages, 

Honse document No. 20, part Ist, Pat- 
ent Office Report printed and ready 
for binder, 

House document No. 4, Finance Re- 
Prt... ee. stilbe ds vind Giabehse 
[See table on next page. } 
Mr. Speaker, pomsesene: has been said about « 

purpose to break down the contract system, and 

that the contract of the memorialist was made with 

a view to this object. Upon this subject | have 

nothing to say. It is enough for me to deal with 

the actions of men, and leave to others to judge of 
their motives. [have taken up this matter where 

1 found it, aad have recommended to the House 

to divide the public printing between the Union 

and Intelligencer offices, because I believed the 
prices are low enough, and because I know that 
the work ordered could then be done for the use of 

Congress. It brings to the execution of the work 

two presses, instead of one; and further author- 

izes the Clerk of the House and the pong of 
the Senate, in the event of any neglect or delay, 
to employ other printing offices. ; 
Mr. Speaker, if the resolutions under considers- 
tion are adopted, the public printing, | have no 
doubt, will be promptly executed. At all even's, 
the Committee on Printing will have discharged 
its duty, and will be released from further respo"- 
sibility in the matter of the public printing. The 
House now has ion of the subject, and 
can adopt the reso ee or eo any other dis- 
position of them it may think proper. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, obtained the 
floor, and yielded to ce 
Mr. MARSHALL. I move to refer the joint 


resolutions proposed by the honorable chairman 


on Public Printing, to the select committee rais 
to investiga igate the causes of delay and the condition 


16,400 
11,400 


6% 
996 
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lie , of which the gentleman 
ah oe fer, Wasrwoues is chairman. 
subject to which they relate is of vast im- | 
~ nee, and the proper disposition of it involves 
pry large sumn of money. [t is due by the 
: pase to the country, that the decision it shall 
H nce shall be taken with deliberation, and 
f a fall knowledge of the facts appertaining to 
op t. Inno branch of public service Lave 
r abuses occurred than in that of the public 


Ftis subject was referred, some four months 
since, (0 & special committee, which has labori- 
ously investigated the matters within the proper 
of inquiry submitted; and it is due to that 
jtee that the House should not act upon 
ihis subject in advanee of their report. 

A great number and variety of facts have been 
oliected and collated by the committee, which will | 
end to throw a@ true light upon the subject. I am 
jot now at liberty to dwell upon the testimony | 
uken by the special committee, or the conclusions 
which we will arrive; but I will say, that, in 
ny opinion, the propositions of the joint commit- 
ee suggest'a mode of executing the public print- 
ing which is grossly extravagant, and based upon 
, view entirely erroneous. ‘The increase of ex- 
penditure which they propose | deem, under the 
circumstances, utterly inadmissible. 

Notwithstanding the representations of the con- 
tractor, of the ruin by which he will be over- 
whelmed should he proceed with the execution of 
his contracts, nothing has been elicited to satisfy 
me of that fact. He may, and probably will sus- 
sina loss; but that cannot justify the House in 
doing more than permitting a release of the re- 
mainder of the work to be executed. It will not 
jutify any reclamation of damages to cover the 
lossalready incurred. It should be known to the 
House how Mr. Belt became contractor; urider what 
ercumstances he bid for the public work at the 
rategof which he now so bitterly complains; in | 
fine, whether he ig an innocent purchaser of pat- 
rnage, without a knowledge of consequences to 
result from too cheap a bid, or whether he under- 


7 








* > 


bid bona fide bidders at the lettings, relying upon 
members of ress 


the political parualities of 

to relieve him from a dilemma in which he became 
voluntarily involved. Will the House not con- 
sider it proper to delay unul we can see with what 
aim and object this unfortunate gendeman inter- 
tered im the matter of the public printing? | cer- 
tainly deem such delay advisable. 

But, the resolutions relate back to the com- 
mencement of the session, and will authorize pay- 
ment to the contractor at a rate not only not speci- 
fied by his contract, bat so far beyond that rate 
that he will be paid for what is now dune, more 
profit than would have contented a competent 
printer for the whole work to be done during the 
year. The honorable chairman holds up to your 
view the first part of the President's message, and 
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culation of the rates at which he could perform the 
contract so as to realize a fair and living profit. If 
the bid of such a person should turn out to exceed 
the actual bids of the present contractors by no 
more than fifty-one thousand dollars, is 1 not pal- 
pable that this House cannot be justified in voting 
@ sum greater than fifty-one thousand dollars to 
these contractors for what they have performed, 
releasing them from the remnant of the contract? 
Mark, sir, in that sum of $51,000 1 suppose the 
printer to have calculated his profit; is it not cer- 
tain that the point at which « loss commences must 
be far below that sum? The representations of 
ruin which have been made are the exaggerations 
of fear, Mr. Speaker, if not of interest. We should 
look minutely at the facts before these representa- 
tions become the guides of our judgment. | have 








exclaims that the contractor is allowed only twen- | heard much, out of doors, on this point, but I 


ty-nine and a half cents per volume for that work. 
He informs the House that his resolutions will 
swell that compensation to seventy-six and a half 
cents. ‘The difference amounts to about one hun- 
dred and sixty per cent. additional profit! We or- 
dered fifieen thousand extra numbers of the mes- 
sage and accompanying documents, according to 
my recollection, and the proposed tncrease of com- 
pensation for the first part of that document (there 
being three parts) wii! swell the printer’s bill from 
forty-five hundred dollars to near twelve thousand 
dollars. Is it possivle this can be just to the peo- 
ple we represent? If this rate of increase is to 
attach to the whole public printing, how enormous 
the aggregate of additional profit to the contractor, 
and how stimulating to a repetition of the practice 
of wnder-bidding, reserving a reliance upon the 
machinery of party to alter the result of the con- 
tract. 

What was the difference between the bids of 
the present contractors and those of their com- 
petitors? I may be permitted to suppose that a 
printer of experience in his profession, competent 
as to means, willing to embark his fortune im the 
business of printing for Congress, and ready to 
devote his time to the prosecauion of the business, 
placed his bid before the Clerk, after a minute cal- 
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venture to say that when the cost of executing the 
public printing is compared with the rate of the 
contract, two per cent. will cover the actual loss, if, 
indeed, there shall appear any loss. Let us not be 
frightened from our propriety, but come calmly to 
the consideration of this whole subject. Kt is « 
matter of very great public importance. No 
branch of public expenditure makes much larger 
gaps in the public treasure than the public print- 
mg, and none has yielded so large profits to the suc- 
cessful employés of Governmem, when adrowy 
managed, 

But, sir, there is a peculiarity about these reso- 
lutions which invites especial scrutiny. No simi- 
lar instance of liberality can be found of record 
among the archives of the public printers or of 
Congress. Itis a real bon bouche offered to this 
side of the House, for which, no doubt, we should 
be duly thankful—I mean the voluntary partition 
of the public printing with Gales and Seaton, 
Is the capacity of the Union office insufficient to 
enable the work to be done there? Does thie fact 
occasion this remarkable stretch of generosity? It 
is a magnanimity to which parties are not aecas- 
tomed. Surely, it is not designed to imbody the 
strength of both parties in this Hall by the pre- 
sentation of this proposition to divide; but | respect-. 
fully submit, that if is @ curious specimen of combi- 
nation, which cannot fail to attract attention, and 
which both sides of this House ought, deliber- 
ately, to examine before its adoption. If the tes- 
timony before the special committee should ex- 
hibit a willingness among the proprietors of the 
Union and Intelligencer to do the public printing 
on joint account, or that each should have a moiety, 
and that the proprietors of another newspaper 
should have the printing of the departments, pro- 


| vided they can, by joint effort, induce Congress to 





abandon the contract system, what would™the 
country think of the passage of these resolutions 
after the development of that combination shall 
have been made? If the contract system is wrong, 
abandon it; if it is right, adhere to. If you find 
the proprietors of the press unanimous in their de- 
sire to return to the law of 1819 as the standard by 
which prices shall be regulated, and find that they 
propose 20, 30, 40, 45, 66 per ccnt. below those 
prices, as rates at which they will contract, you 
have testimony at once before you that the stand- 
ard is very high, and the point at which business 
men will settle for a fair compensution deserves 
more investigation than we are enabled to-day w 
give to this subject. | am opposed to the sealin 
and delivery of this new contract at this time. i 
claim for the “ eraft’’ of the country another day 
for the hearing of this case. I claim for the people 
another investigation before judgment. I repre- 
sent that the special committee are now only de- 
layed from pre: entinz a oe by the examination 
of wstimony which Mr. Ritchie desires to bring 
before them, and, as he is the party beneficially 
interested, us « eppears, | submit that, while hia 
ease is under hearwig before the tribunal to which 
a proper investigation of it has been referred by 
this House, there should be no call upon the House 
to pronounce judgment. Let it come on the merits. 

Mr. PARKER desired to ask the gentleman 
from Kentucky whether the special committee had 
not caused the delay to which this case was now 
to be subjected, by refusing to allow Mr. Ruchie 
to cross-examine the witnesses as the investigation 
progressed , and whether the testimony in chief was 
not concluded before the committee allowed Mr, 
Ritchie to recall any witness? 

Mr. MARSHALL. It is true Mr. Ritchie was 


not permitted to cross-examine the witnesses as 
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the investigation progressed, The committee did 
not know Mr. Ritchie as the public printer, or 

what he had to do with the investigation. Mr. | 
Belt, who gave bond, and who bid for the contract, | 
aad to whom the contract was assigned under the | 
law, never has intimated a desire to come before | 
the comanittee, or any interest in the proceedings 
of the committee. He has never applied for the 
privilege of cross-examining the witneases, and we | 
have his memorial now under consideration request- | 
ing that he shall be released from the coniract. In | 
the face of thia, Mr. Ritchie avows himself to be || 
the public printer and the party reaily interested; but, | 
siz, be is only one of the securities, and is not 

known, under the law, as even a bidder for the 

contract. Why shall he be aliowed to intervene? 

He makes no allegation that his principal is insol- ! 
vent or anable to execute the undertaking for which || 
he became his surity. Mr. Belt ia a journeyman | 
printer, | understand, in the Union office. Mr. | 
Ritchie knows his means, and knew them when | 
he became his security. But, more, the committee | 
had several subjects of a general nature referred to | 
them and no courtesy required for Mr. Ritchie the || 
privilege of giving direction to their investigation 

of those general topics, or of prolonging that in- | 
vestigation by cross examination. The committee | 
oi an early period of their session, upon the de- 
mand of Mr. Ritchie to be heard, determined that 
when any matter, affecting Vir. Ritchie as a man, 
or in his property, should arise, he should be al- | 
lowed to croas-examine the witness. After the 
committee had heard the witresses in chief, the 
whole body of the testimony was submitted to the | 
inspection of Mr. Ritchie, and he was informed | 
that by himself and counsel he could reéxamine | 
the witnesses, or that he might introduce new tes- || 
timony to any points which he might deem perti- | 
nent. Urder this extension of courtesy, Mr. | 
Ritchie, by his counsel, daily is presenting testi- || 
mony, and es he occasions the present delay in | 
tne action of the committee, the time does not seem ] 
to be propitious for a decision of the case. Had the ! 
joint committee been apprised of the status of the | 








eause, it is presumable they would not have offered | 
these resolutions in advance of our report. But, | 
gir, we are also told that the contractor is wnable to | 
proceed, and that 152,000 volumes yet remain to 
ve executed. May I ask the honorable chairman | 
of the Committee on Printing to say what works | 
t ese are, so far behindhand? 

Mr. McWILLIE. ‘The Patent Office report. | 

Mr. MARSHALL. Just what I expected. 1 
The House ordered 150,000 copies of the agricul- | 


tural part of this report to be published, and the || 
printers determined to.stereotype it. That is now | 
partly finished, as I learn, and no change in the | 
existing arrangement will, to any extent, expedite 
the publication of this document. The mass of the 
| 
relieved? or, is it this document he desires to deliver | 
under the new arrangement? The difference to him | 
will be striking, and the difference to the public | 
Treasury will also be remarkable. 
Mr. Speaker, I will not weary the House by | 
House as shall seem p r to the conclusions | 
which | may form on the facts elicited by the com- | 
mittee. t have heard a great deal during this ses- 
sion about the improper a priation of the pub- 
he money, and L hope the Representatives of the | 
tice in any conclusions to which | may arrive. But 
let us not be precipitate, and let us not, through 
sympathy for al distress, abandon one system 
and adopt anather, without that deliberate consid- 
eration of the es which is demanded by its 
real importance, t 








documents ordered at this session have now been 
printed, and most of those remaining incomplete 
can, by a proper application of force, be readily 
executed. Is it the second part of the Patent Of- 
fice report from which the contractor desires to be 
dwelling longer apon this question, since | am not | 
ae ee to enter upon the subject generally. The | 
time will come shortly when [| can speak to it more 
at large, and | shall then avail myself of the oppor- | 
tunity tc address such remarks to the ear of the | 
people will not follow bad examples, or set bad | 
precedents for éthers to pursue hereafter. 1 have | 
no desire to do injustice to any party concerned in 
these printing cootracts. | have no desire to op- 
press any one, and it shall be my care to do jus- 
us see what this contractor | 
will lose, in feet, by completing his contract, and | 
let ue see under what circumstances he became 
contractor; whether he designed to ‘orm the 
work when he incurred the obligations of his bond; 


whether, if he gives up the contract, another and 


| @ competent printer will not undertake it for a 


slightly enhanced price; or whether it is but to di- 
vide it among the party presses of this city, 80 as 
to sustain the proprietors at the expense of the 
great body of the American people. I renew my 
motion to refer the resolutions to the select com- 
mittee on printing. 

During the remarks of Mr. Marswatt, 

Mr. ASHMUN rose and asked him to yield the 
floor fora momeut, for the purpose of explanation. 

Mr. MARSHALL yielded the floor.: 

Mr. ASHMUN desired to suggest, in relation to 
the inquiry made by the gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Parger,] that in the early proceedings of the 
committee, Mr. Ritchie appeared and claimed to 
be present by himself or his attorney, at all the 
hearings of the committee, and to cross-examine 
all the witnesses upon all the subjects before them. 
The committee, inasmuch as nine-tenths of the 
subjects before them were generally matters not 
affecting Mr. Ritchie, decided that his request 
should not be granted, but that whenever any mat- 
ters affecting him personally should come up, then 


| he would be entitled to be present; and that 


upon request, there would be no objection. When 
the.testimony was completed, the fact was commu- 
nicated to Mr. Ritchie, and every opportunity was 
given to him to examine it and be present by him- 
self or any other person; and a partner of his 
was present and availed himself of the opportunity 
to cross-examine and to produce testimony. 

Mr. PARKER. Does the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] assert that when 
the testimony was to be taken tn chief, it was com- 
municated to Mr. Ritchie that he might come in, 


hear the testimony, and cross-examine the wit- |) 


nesses / 

Mr. ASHMUN repeated the substance of his 
previous statement, 

Mr. PARKER said that here was an examina- 
tion which had been proceeding for three or four 


months, and the party interested, although not | 


technically the contractor, yet known to every 
member of the committee to be a party interested, 
was not permitted, or understood from the com- 
mittee that he was excluded from the investi- 
gation. He (Mr. P?) had been told of a wit- 
ness living at Alvany, who was examined in chief; 


what his testimony was, was only made know | 
|| within ten days, and a request was sent by Mr. 


Ritchie that the witness might again be summoned. 
If such an answer had been given as the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Asamun] stated, it 
ought to have been satisfactory to Mr. Ritchie. 
All he desired was to protect himself from any 
indirect assault which might be made upon him in 
relation to this contract. He (Mr. P.) had no 
personal complaint to make. All he had to say 
was, that considerable time would most probably 
elapse in rebutting the testimony in chief, which 
had been taken in this manner. 

Mr. ORR said, he thought there was an evident 
propriety in referring this report and resolutions 
to the select committee on printing, for if the 
House were to act upon it now, they must act 
without that information which was necessary to 
do justice to the subject. He believed that the se- 
lect committee were in possession of many facts 
that would serve to enlighten the House. It was 

roper, therefore, that those facts should be laid 
before the House, before it proceeded to forma 
jadgment on this important subject. There was 
one fact which he would mention, and which 
would show to the House the necessity for the ref- 
erence, which was, that the contractors for the 
public printing during the last Congress took their 
contract at sixty-six per cent. below the prices 
paid in 1819. The Committee on Printing pro- 
posed to give to the present contractors a rate of 
remuneration forty-five per cent. less than the prices 
of 1819. itis true, continued Mr. O., that Messrs. 
Wendall and Van Benthuysen lost some $18,000. 
But had they received fifty-four or fifty-six per 
cent. less than the prices of 1819, they would 
have incurred no loss whatever, And if the pub- 
lic printing can be executed at that price, | can see 
no propriety whatever in the House paying the 
amount now proposed by the Committee on Print- 
ing, viz: forty-five per cent. less than the prices of 
1819. 

Another thing: the Secretary of the “Senate and 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives, under 


the law regulating the printing, advertised for pro- || days would probably complete the testimony; 
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posals. The proposal of Mr. Belt 

$18,000 lower than the next lowest bide Te 
taken at seventy, or inate seventy-five per 
below the prices of 1819. The bids of then" 
cessful applicants were about sixty-five a 
below the prices of 1819. Weill, now. ; a 
Propose to ‘relieve these contractors, ~~ 

low that amouat, and give them a greater 

than the difference between the lowest b 
next one to it? 

Another fact which I propose to sub 
the first part of the Patent Office report has alread 
been stereotyped, and they are now working off i, 
copies as fast as the press can dispatch them i 
is a large volume of six or seven acs cae 
If the contractors are allowed the prices of 1819 
deducting forty-five per cent., according to 1); 
proposal of the committee, the net proceeds . 
the contract upon that document alone wiii . 
$23,051. 

Now, [ask this House if it would be right 
pass this resolution without first being put in 
session of the report of the select committee which 
will, in all probability, disclose these with o} 
material facts? With reference to the delay whieh 
had been alluded to by the gentleman from Ken. 
tucy, in bringing forward the report of the select 
committee, that committee were now engaged iq 
examining witnesses, whom Mr. Ritchie desires 
should be examined for the purpose of controver:. 
ing and explaining certain facts which had beeg 
elicited by the investigation of the select comm. 
tee. When the examination of Mr. Ritchie's wit. 
nesses is concluded, the committee will, be pre. 


eater ay 
td and the 


mit is, that 


| pated to present their report. He did not think 


the House ought to act of the question until tha 
reportcame in. This was a proposition which ap. 
peared to him to be so plain and self-evident, that 
it required no further argument. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (to the Speaker.) 
If 1 move the previous question, and the House 
should sustain it, what will be its effect? 

‘The SPEAKER. The previous question, if 
sustained, will uring the House ‘to a vote, first, on 
the motion to refer to the select commitice; und, 
if that motion should fail, on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I call the previous question. 

Mr. TAYLOR asked Mr. J. to withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON. For what purpose? 

Mr. TAYLOR. That I may put an inquiry to 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing, (Mr. 
Mc Wirute.} 

Mr. JOHNSON. Will you renew the motion 
if 1 withdraw it? 

Mr. TAYLOR. I will do so. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I withdraw the motion. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. TAYLOR said he desired merely to in- 
quire of the chairman of Ahe Committee on Print- 
ing, whether they were likely to get the second 
part of the Patent Office report within the present 
year; and also at what time the select committee 
would probably make their report ? 

Mr. MeWILLIE stated that the second portion 
of the Patent Office report was now going through 
the press. This was the part which rélated to the 
mechanic arts. The agricultural portion would 
also in a few days be ready for the press. And if 
all the presses of the city were set upon the work, 
it could be done rapidly, but if it had to be done 
solely by the office now engaged with the public 
printing, it could not peabitity completed before 
next January. 

Mr. TAYLOR, who was very indistinctly heard 
on the right of the Chair, was understood 1 re 
mark, that it was highly necessary that the priut- 
ing of that report, as well as all the rest of the pub- 
lic printing, should be completed at as early a day 
as are 5 

Mr. WENTWORTH (the floor being yielded 
to him) said, his impression was that the very 
anxiety of the House to the public printing 
done promptly had been the chief cause of the de- 
lay. The contractors had only to say that they 
could not do the work more expeditivusly unless 
they got beter prices. As to when the select com- 
mittee would be prepared to report, he could only 
say that it was a matter of some difficulty to ge 
the committee together. .They were now engoged 
in the examination of witnesses, and two or three 
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E by Monday next, they would be prepared 

eir report. 

0 me WILLIE (the floor being still yielded 
the gentleman from Ohio) said he had been 
iting the action of the select committee for 

~~ months, in the expectation that they would 

a so that the House might have before it the 

iformation which that~ report would furnish. 

fehed withheld as long as he had felt at liberty 
Jo s0, the report of the Committee on Printing. 

Bat he did not suppose that the select committee 

gould recommend @ plan by which the work 


should be done hereafter; and he did not think || table. 


id be much objection to the proposition 
oaths Committee on Printing had submitted. | 
if the House was to be nes by precedent, 
they could find a thousand precedents, and most 





extravagant ones teo; but the course proposed by || the committees for reports. 


ommittee on Printing was one by which jus- 
ae be done, can that justice would be 
jempered with mercy. — : 

Mr. ORR (the floor being yielded to him) said he 


desi 


Mr. McWILLIE, in reply to the gentleman from 
South Carolina, said, no such case had been pre- | 
nied to the committee, and he knew nothing | 

t 
Me. ORR. Well, sir, I know they have not. 

Mr. McWILLIE (continuing) said, he was 
willing that the resolution should be referred to the 
gelect committee; or, that any other disposition 
should be made of it, which the House might think 
proper to make. : 

Mr. TAYLOR said, he thought the House 
ought to come to some conclusion upon the sab- 
ject of the public printing. They had been in 
session now nearly ten months, and had absolutely | 
not yet heen enabled to procure from the public 
printers work which should have been done at an | 
ectly period of the session. ‘They were only now 
receiving the third portion of the President’s annual | 
message to Congress, together with a portion of | 
the documents accompanying it. A select com- 
mittee had been for the last three months investi- 
gating the subject, and no report had yet been 





made by them; and it was not until this morning || 
| not present. 


thata report had been made by the Committee on 


Printing. It appeared very singular, indeed, that || 


the House could not devise some mode by which 
the public printing could be executed promptly, 


and not have the work delayed for nearly ten || 8 anc 
| a case of this kind ? 


months to accommodate a few contractors. It 
was a very great outrage, and one which, if it were 
within his power to do it, he would correct in- 


stantly. The standing committee on printing had | 


submitted a proposition to the House, which, it 
appeared to him, was calculated to advance the pub- 
lic interest by having the printing done promptly, 
even if a higher price had to be paid for it. He 
forone had always been willing to vote a liberal 
remuneration to the printer who was authorized 
to do the work of the House. The Senate was 


paying the Union and Intelligencer liberally for re- | 


porting and publishing their debates and proceed- 
ings, and they were given in such a manner as to 
present to the country a full and accurate view of 
the proceedings of that body, and published with- 
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| the Committee of Ways and Means to report a 
red to inquire of isechairman of the Committee | bill “* creating the office of Assistant cee the view of getting an increase of salary, could 
y 
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on Printing whether :his House had ever released || State, and for other purposes””—accompanie 
Wendell and Van Benthuysen from their contract? || & report. 


| 








out delay; but so far as the publishing of public 
documents by the public printers was concerned, 
the work was grossly neglected. What he should 
propose, would be to absolve these printers from 
doing any more work under the contract, and give 
the work to others. 
_ He was informed, and he believed the informa- 
tion rested upon good authority, that the agricul- 
tural portion of the Patent Office report would be 
finished in about four weeks from this time, but 
if they were to wait for the printing of it by the 
resent contractors they ould not get it this year. 
¢ hoped the House would, so far as the remain- 
der of the printing was concerned, authorize the 
Clerk to have it done by other printers. He had 
an amendment drawn up to that effect, and if in 
order he would offer it now. 

The SPEAKER said, the amendment was not 
now in order, 

Mr. TAYLOR said, that he should protest 
against any further delay, and if the evil were not 
promptly remedied by the present contractors, he 
should insist upon the work being taken out of 
their hands. ths vented the demand for the pre- 
Vious question. 


| to state why this House was called on now to 
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And there was a second. ! 


And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken, (being, first, on the reference of the bill to 
the select committee on printing.) 

Mr. CARTTER asked the yeas and nays; but | 
withdrew the demand. 
The question was then taken, and decided in the 

affirmative. - 

So the joint resolution was referred to the select | 
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there should be an additional Secretary of State? 
If there was any reason, the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had avoided stating it. He was opposed to 
the proposition altogether. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Missiasippi, (the floor 
being yeilded to him,) said he would present one 
single consideration which had had a great deal of 
force with him. It was represented by Mr. Bu- 
chanan, that such was the want of force in the 


committee on printing. || State Department, that in regard to the item of 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved a reconsideration | claims ‘against foreign Governmenis, they were 
of the vote, and that that motion be laid upon the | not investigated and understood “by the present 
|| board, and the result was, that our ministers 

abroad were frequently instructed to demand 
Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- | claims which we ourselves would not admit, nor 
rolled Bills, made a report. | think of paying if made against this Government 
The SPEAKER then proceeded with the call of | —claims which, upon consideration and investiga- 

| tion, we should not think just. It certainly ap- 
one etaTe SePaRTurnr. | peares = yrs important that this deficiency 
Mr. BAYLY said that he had been directed by || Mr. RICHARDSON (resuming) said he had 
| no doubt that any officer of this Government, with 


Ordered accordingly. - 


easily manage to impose a part of his duties on 
| somebody else. ‘That this had been practiced by 


The bill having been read twice by its title— 


accompanying report, to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that they be 
printed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, (to the Speaker.) 
in order to move that the bill be laid upon the 
table. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is in order, 

Mr. BAYLY, (claiming the floor.) 1 am sur- 
prised at the motion indicated by the gentleman 


| from Illinois, [Mr. Ricnarpson,]| although after 
|| what has occurred here to-day | can scarcely be 


surprised at anything. [Laughter.} The bill is 
reported from the Committee of Ways ant! Means, 
and by the unanimous vote of that committee. 

Mr. JONES desired Mr. B. to yield the floor 
for a moment. 

Mr. BAYLY preferred not to yield. 

Mr. BAYLY proceeded. I[tisthe same bill 





Is it 


7 || some, was a fact that was well known to every 
Mr. BAYLY moved thatit be referred, with the |, 


gentleman on that floor. He had no doubt. the 


|| Secretary of State would be very willing to have 
| the duties of his office discharged by somebody 


else, whilst he enjoyed the honor and emoluments. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, that 
if the gentleman’s remarks were intended to be 


|| applied to the present Secretary of State, he was 


laboring under a misapprehension. Mr. Buchan- 


| an had recommended the same thing, with this 
| difference, that he wanted the appointment of the 


Assistant Secretary himself. 
Mr. RICHARDSON said he recollected it was 
urged two years ago that there was an absolute 


| necessity for creating this Home Department. 


Mr. STRONG (interposing, and the floor being 
yielded to him,) said, he desired to ask the gentle- 
man whether since Mr. Buchanan wrote that let- 
ter a very large proportion of the duties of the 


| Secretary of State had not been transferred to the 


Mr. JONES, (interposing.) 1 was not present 
in committee when the bill was reported. 


Mr. BAYLY. 


Department of the Interior ? 
| Mr. RICHARDSON said he was just going to 
I know that the gentleman was || remark that such was the fact. He believed that 
I speak of those who were. || at least one half of the duties of the Secretary of 
r. KAUFMAN puta question to Mr. Barty, | State had been transferred to the Home Depart- 
which was not distinctly heard, but the purport of || ment. 
which'was understood to be, whetherthe Commit- || Mr. VINTON (the floor being yielded) said 
tee of Waysand Means had any jurisdiction over | that by ‘a reference to Mr. Buchanan’s letter it 
| would be seen that an extension of the force of 
Mr. BAYLY. To arrest at once the disposi- || the State Department was indispensably neces- 
tion which I see evinced to put me in a false atti- || sary. 
tude in relation to these matters, I desire to make Mr. RICHARDSON said he would like to in- 
a few remarks upon this bill. || quire of the gentleman why it was, if they wanted 
It is precisely the same bill which was brought || additional clerks, they did not apply for them and 
to the attention of Congress by Mr. Buchanan in || not seek a reorganization of the department? 
1846, and which was reported to the House by the || The gentleman from Virginia had told them that 
Judiciary Committee. Accompanying the report || after the vote of this morning he had made up bis 
was Mr. Buchanan’s letter, showing the neces- || mind not to be astonished at anything. He could 
sity for the additional force. | assure the gentleman that he alone was responsi- 
Mr. RICHARDSON was understood to inquire || ble for that vote.. 
if a portion of the business formerly transacted in || The SPEAKER called the gentleman from Ili- 
the State Department had not been transferred to || nois to order. 
the Patent Office? ] Mr. RICHARDSON said he was merely re- 
Mr. BAYLY replied that it had; but he added || plying to a remark made by the gentleman him- 
that the force which had been employed upon that || self. 
business had also been transferred. The Commit- | Mr. McCLERNAND (Mr. Ricnanrpson yield- 
tee of Ways and Means had investigated the facts, || ing) said he had been rather taken by surprise by 
and were satisfied beyond the ae of a || the report from the Committee of Ways and 
doubt as to the propriety of making the change } Means, and would not now attempt anything 
asked for. When the subject should be brought || more at present than to give a brief history of the 
before the Committee of the Whole, he would be || measure before the House. The same subject had 
prepared to defend the proposition against all at- || been brought to the attention of Congress in 1846, 
tacks that might be made upon it, let them come } by Mr. Buchanan, then Secretary of State. ‘That 
from what quarter they might. He moved thatthe || distinguished officer had addressed a communica- 
bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole on || tion to Mr. Rathbun, chairman of the Committee 
the siate of the Union. || on the Judiciary, urging the inadequacy of the 
Mr. RICHARDSON said that during his short || clerical force in the State Department to perform 
service in Congress, he had observed that when- | the public business in an efficient and satisfactory 
ever it was desired to create a number of new offi- || manner, and asking for an addition to that force, 
ces, to enlarge the patronage of this Government, || The subject was debated, but failed to receive the 
new duties for those new officers to discharge were || sanction of Congress at that session. During the 
readily contrived. For the purpose of curiailing || present session he had understood that the late 
those superfluous duties, he intended to move tu | Secretary of State, Mr. Clayton, had renewed this 
lay the bill upon the table. The gentleman from || repreveniation in a communication to the Commit- 
Virginia had assigned no reasons why the bill || tee of-Ways and Means. And within a few days 
should be passed. He would ask the gentleman i} past, (say some three or four,) Mr. McC. had re- 
| ceived a communication from the present Secretary 
of State upon the same subject. Contemporane- 
ously, probably, the chairman of the Committee 





create additional officers of this Government, with 
high salaries? Was there any good reason why 
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cation from Mr. Webster. 
then to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Bayiy] 
that it was too late in the session to bring the sub- 
ject to the attention of Congress. He understood 


the gentleman from Virginia to acquiesce in this | 


opinion 


Hence, Mr. McC. repeated that he was 


surprised that the bill under consideration had | 


been reported. And this surprise was enhunced 
from the faet that the subject of the bill did not 
properly pertain to the jurisdiction of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means, whose business re- | 
lated chiefly to the public revenues and expendi- | 


tures, And in this opinion he was corroborated 
by the gentleman from Texas, (Mr. Kaurman,] 
who had preceded Mr. McC. in the expression of 
this opinion. 
ganization of the State Department, and it was 
now clearly too late to begin a messure of that 
importance. He was, therefore, opposed 6 action 
now upon the subject. 
would be inclined to give it full consideration and 
a final decision. e 

Mr. CROWELL made a remark which 
Reporter was unable to hear. 

Mr. JONES rose, he said, to make a point of 
order, which he desired should be decided by the 
Chair. It was, whether a committee of that 
House could, upon the private recommendation of 
the head of any one of the departments of this Gov- 
ernment, or whether a committee of this House 
could, of its own mere motion or volition, take 
jurisdiction of a subject and report by bill to. this 
House, upon a subject notcoming within their pre- 


the 


scribed duties? The point which he now made | 


was, that the subject of this bill, viz: the increase 


of the personnel of the State Department had never | 
been before this House, and consequently had | 


never been referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means by the House, although the commit- 
tee had reported a bill to create the office of Assist- 


ant Secretary of State, and four or five additional | 
clerks at asalary of $2,000 each, and another at a || 
salary of $1,500. He wished the Chair to decide 

whether it was in order for the committee to do || 


this. He thought it was not. 


The SPEAKER said that in the opinion of | 
the Chair it was too late to make the point of order, | 
the bill having been read a first and second time, 


and a motion made to refer it to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. RICHARDSON said he had intended to || 


make the same point of order in reference to a res- || 


olution that was eee the other day from the 
same committee. The gentleman from Virginia, 


he knew, was a learned and ingenious special || 
pleader, but it did seem to him that this was a mat- || 


ter over which the Committee of Ways and Means 
had no jurisdiction whatever. 


liberation that ought to be given to it, and he 
would move, therefore, that the whole subject be 


the yeas and nays. 
nois to withdraw his motion, to enable him to make 
an explanation. ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON withdrew the motion. 
the motion of the gentleman as an extraordinary 
word ef explanation, and when gentlemen here 


knew nothing about it, The committee had in- 
vestigated thesubject, and had reported a bill, and 


asked that the bill be referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, where | 


it might be fully discussed. It was a most extraor- 
dinary course to object to a proposition of this 
kind without allowing its friends to have a hear- 


ing. 

ii sir, (continued Mr. B.,) we have investi- 
gated the whole matter thoroughly, bet when I 
reported this bill [ had no expectation of pushing 
it through the House harriedly. 1 would not have 
asked such a thing. 1 only detial that it should 
go to the Committee of the Whole, that it might 
undergo discussion, The subject has been pressed 
upon Congress by three successive Secretaries of 
State. 
was before the House, 1 recollect 1 had a conver- 
sation wih Mr, Buchanan on the subject, and he 
assured me that such a measure was absolutely 
necessary. Mr. Clayton has had several inter- 


en nena ee 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. McC. had stated | 


The bill proposed, in effect, a reor- | 


| the subject got before the committee? 
| the gentleman know that the civil and diplomatic 
| appropriation bill, in which the Department of State 


| this House. 
| Committee by Mr. Rathbun, who was not at that 


|| time friendly to the administration of Mr. Polk. 
Mr. BAYLY said he could not help regarding || 


And onone vecasion when the application | 

















sion. 


taken. 


Now as to the point suggested by the gentleman | 
| from Tennessee. 


It is a subject which clearly be- 
longs to the Committee of Ways and Means. It 
which will involve the expenditure of money. It 


committee, and it has been so understood from the 
foundation of the Government. The creation of 


the office of Secretary of the Interior originated | 
with the Committee of Ways and* Means—the | 


Department of the Interior itself originated with 
that committee. The propositions for the increase 


of clerks in the various departments have always | 
| originated with that committee. ° 
At the next session he || 


But the gentleman from Tennessee asks how 
Does not 


is provided for, was referred-to that Committee? 
When we had that bill under consideration, Mr. 


|| Webster desired me to put in this bill in substance 


as an amendment to it, but our committee decided 
that inasmuch as it wasa matter that would give 


| rise to a good deal of debate, and as the session 


was so nearly exhausted, we would not put 
give rise to debate. 


own inerits. Whether the House pass it at this 


| session or not, is a matter which I feel no great 


anxiety about. I think it would be eminently 
proper that we should do so, but when it goes to 


the Committee of the Whole, if we find that we | 


have not sufficient time to consider it maturely, let 


shall not press it; I have no desire to press it. 
The gentleman complains because [ am not will- 


| ing to embarrass the department by withholding 


the Democratic party is to be benfited by opposing 


everything without consideration, I think they | 


will find themselves very much mistaken. I have 


| had a good deal of experience, and have received, 
|| occasionally, some credit for sagacity in relation 


to such matters, and if I am to be judged of by 
my success in political life perhaps, it has not been 
altogether undeserved; but I can assure the gen- 
tleman that | have never known the time when an 
individual has ever gained anything for himself, 
personally, or for the Government, by blind and 
indiscriminate opposition. Let us scrutinize all 


a fae | propositions; pass what is right, and reject what is 
é was satisied || 


that (here was not time to give this subject that de- || 


wrong; and we shall stand before the country 
properly justified. Sir, if [ have not done for my 
party anything else, | have at least presented it in 


|| an attitude before the country that it ought to be 
laid on the table, and on that motion he asked for | 


proud to occupy. This measure, sir, was favora- 


|| bly received by the Democratic party in 1846. 1 
Mr. BAYLY requested the gentleman from Illi- | 


know the fact, for | was at that timea member of 
It was reported from the Judiciary 


That gentleman, Democrat as he was, not at all 


|| disposed to facilitate the views of the Administra- 
one, to lay the bill on the table without a solitary | 


tion in any shape, reported the bill. I had fre- 
quent interviews with Mr. Buchanan about it, and 
he constantly represented the necessity there was 
for the passage of the measure. 

But the gentleman says, the Department of the 
Interior has been since created, and that a large 


| portion of the business of the State Department 


has been transferred to it. But, sir, the whole 
force of the State Department that was connected 


| with the Patent Office, which has been transferred 


to the Department of the Interior, was transferred 
along with it. And if the gentlemen will examine 


| Mr. Buchanan’s letter, they will find there the 


specified duties which it is designed shall be per- 
formed by this increased force that is asked for; 
and not one particle of the business that the Sec- 
retary asks assistance in the transaction of, has 
been transferred at all. My friend from New 
Harapshire, who understands this matter perfectly, 
suggests to me to have Mr. Buchanan’s letter read; 
but our time is so precious, that although the read- 


| ing of the letter would save me from such com- 


plaints as have been made, yet | would rather bear 


views with me on the subject, and he addressed || them than consume the time of the House, and 








GLOBE. 


of Ways and Means received’ a similar communi- | me a communication relating to it early in the ses- 
Mr. Webster has done the same thing. | 
But if the gentleman supposes that I desire to pre- | 
vent investigation or discussion, he is greatly mis- | 


, All that I have asked is, that the bill be Ne eeasion, 


| and act upon it at this session, let it li 


is a measure for carrying on the business of one | 
of the departments of this Government, and one | 
comes clearly within the prescribed duty of that 
| 


|| say was first, that the Committee of Wa 


| doubted not that the chairman of the Commi 


| sense of public duty; but he should not forget 
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delay the public business. I will subject 
to misconceptien, I will not say misre he 
rather than consume the time of the ole whi 

is so precious at this late period of the gn.” 








the Committee of the Whole on the 


Union, and if there should not be time State of the 


to take it » 


the next. I shall not be importunate aboare 


Mr. McCLERNAND (Mr. Bayty view; 
said, he had not in what i had previously on 
nor did he now propose to go into the adie ; 
this question. It was not improbable tha * 
clerical force of the State Department waa ing a 
cient—it would probably promote the: public ia : 
ests to add to that force. But what he wished to 
Means was not the proper committee from whine 
a measure of this kind should emanate.  |t wag 
unwarranted stretch of authority on the Set. f 
that committee to take jurisdiction of jt. He 
of Ways and Means [Mr. Bayty] had acted fate 


matter from candid and honest motives—from 


sae : ; : that 
a mere appropriation contained ina bill, or involyed 


_ in a measure, is not enough of itself in all cases jo 


give his committee jurisdiction. According 1 


| such arule there would be little or no occasion for 
any other committee than the one over which he 


was 80 ’ || presides with so much assiduity and credit. Wha 
in this bill, or any new appropriation that would | 


We determined to bring it in | 
as a separate measure that it might stand on its | 


do we understand to be the fact here? The bi 
under consideration, in view of the inadequacy of 
the force in the State Department, proposes what 
is in effect a reorganization of that department—t 
preposes a classification of the business and the 
under officers of that department—it proposes 


|| what in reason and consistency, unquestionab| 
| appertains to the jurisdiction and duties of the 


hav || Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
it lie over until the next session of Congress, I | 


The communies- 
tion—the reasoning of Mr. Buchanan upon the sub, 
ject confirmed this view. For these reasons Mr. 
McC. was as much surprised that the Secretary of 


é || State had committed the subject to the care of the 
the force that is required. If any. one supposes that | 


Committee of Ways and Means, as that that com- 
mittee had reported upon it. Since the report had 
been made he would not impeach it upon any formal 
or technical ground—he would not impeach its 
merits on any such ground—but he was in favor of 
postponing action upon it until the next session of 
Congress. During the next session the House 
will have time to investigate the subject, and to do 
in the premises, in the right way, whatever may 
be proper to be done. He would therefore vote to 
lay the bill on the table; and if that motion should 
fail, he would then vote to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, where it might remain until the 
next session, 

Mr. BAYLY said, the increase of force asked 
for was a matter which had nothing to do with 
our foreign affairs, and was not, therefore, a sub- 
ject for the Committee on Foreign Affairs to con- 
sider. It related exclusively to the carrying on of 
the business of the department, which belonged 
exclusively to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposing, 
said he hoped the gentleman from Virginia would 
allow the question to be taken on his motion to re- 
fer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. . 

Mr. STANTON (Mr. Bay y yielding the floor 
temporarily) said he did not know what course the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
would prefer'to take in reference to this bill. For 
his own part, he would like to see the bill put upon 
its passage and passed. It had happened accident- 
ally that he had had conversations on the aie 
with both of the late Secretaries, after they had 
retired from office, and both. of them had informed 
him that this change was absolutely indispensable; 
that the greater portion of the time of the Secre- 
tary, when it ought to be devoted to great and im- 
portant matters concerning our foreign relations, 
was occupied with mere clerical duties. = 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired 
whether the bill contained an appropriation? 

Mr. BAYLY. The bill contains no appropria- 
tion; but it creates the necessity for an appropri® 
tion. ; 

I shall not (continued Mr, B.) take the course 
suggested by the gentleman from Tennessee. With 
great respect for him, I shall not move that it be 
put upon its passage, because I desire that it 
go to the Committee of the Whole, where it may 
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